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Dear Commentary reader, members and friends of First Congregational:

The Communications Committee and the office staff have decided to mail and email our official church news-
letter quarterly, so there will be more news and information in each one you receive.  The publication dates 
will correspond with the seasons of Summer (June, July and August), Fall (September, October and Novem-
ber), Winter (December, January and February) and Spring (March, April and May)  We hope this will allow for 
great planning and anticipation of events.  We would like you to let us know if you now have email and can 
print or read the Commentary online, or if you would like to continue receiving the paper copy through the 
postal service.  We don’t want you to miss out on any news of the church, so Sarah in the office will be printing 
a weekly insert in the Sunday bulletin that has every detail, and emailing a weekly update on events prior to 
Sundays.  You may continue to receive weekly bulletins mailed to you if you are now getting those, or would 
like to request those.  Just let us know your preferences please!!  Contact our office by email at:
church@chelseafcc.com or by phone at 734.475.1844
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
March 21st marked my fifth year serving the FCC 
family and community. There have been many 
celebrations and some difficult and challenging 
times. As we face the next five years and beyond 
I am enthusiastic and energized to see what God 
has in store for FCC and how we can continue to 
provide ministries that engage our community and 
world.  We live in a time of constant transition and 
each day offers new opportunities and challenges. 
Church is the one place where we like things to 
stay constant and solid, but it’s important to create 
a space that is welcoming to the many in order to 
maintain the consistency.  

Our Leadership Team is currently reading John 
Dorhauer’s, Beyond Resistance. John Dourhauer is 
the UCC’s General Minister and President. I had the 
honor of spending some time with John Dorhauer 
last month, attending a reading of his new book. 
Beyond Resistance addresses the ever-changing 
Church and focuses on how congregations like FCC 
can embrace this change. Dorhauer stresses the 
importance of mission and addressing the impor-
tance of mission when seeking survival.   Are we as 
a church struggling to survive or using the resourc-
es God has blessed us with to thrive?

Beyond Resistance reveals that many churches 
spend the majority of their time focusing on the 
budget. He challenges leadership teams to look 
at their council meeting agendas objectively, as if 
the agenda is not for their own meeting. If the first 
item on the agenda is finances it would appear that 
church’s focus is mainly on finances. But if they see 
an agenda with missions at the forefront of their 
planning and visioning then the focus changes. 
By doing this simple task churches can open their 
doors to their community to better serve them and 
the world.  As Dorhauer stressed by enscribing in 
the cover of my book we need to be the church 
that’s focus is “Following the Spirit.” 

My hope and prayer for the next five years is we 
can move “Beyond Resistance” and “Follow the 
Spirit” to where God is leading FCC in the near and 
distant future. Thank you all for your prayers and 
support as we Follow the Spirit to what’s next for 
FCC and the community we serve. 

God’s Peace, 



“Looking back – looking ahead”  
Church Council Updates

Please know that all are welcome to attend our 
Church Council Meetings which are held the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in the church con-
ference room.  The next 3 meetings will be June 13,  
July 11 and August 8.  Minutes of each meeting are 
posted in the church office on the bulletin board 
and I encourage you to take a look at these monthly 
for more details.  

Book Read – all are 
encouraged to read 
the book “Beyond 
Resistance – The 
Institutional Church 
meets the Postmod-
ern World” by John 
Dorhauer the General 
Minister and Presi-
dent of the United 
Church of Christ.  We 
are planning to sched-
ule times for discus-
sion of this interest-

ing book which we believe can help lead us into the 
future.  Many copies are being circulated among 
members – so check in the church office to get one.
Church Constitution and Bylaws – a committee has 
reviewed our constitution and bylaws and Council 
has been discussing suggested revisions for the last 
several months.  (Our last Constitutional Review 
was in 1996 and our Bylaws state that it will be 
reviewed at least every 3 years. ) We are planning to 
have a final document to present to you following 
our June meeting.  Constitution changes require 
approval of the membership at a special congrega-
tional meeting.   
Endowment Policy – We have a committee work-
ing on finalizing policies for our Endowment Fund 
Program (initiated long ago, but never adopted by 
membership), a new Investment Policy and a new 
General Fiscal Management Policy.  The Endowment 
Fund Program will require approval of the member-
ship at a special congregational meeting.  
Clerk duties – our Clerk position is open and until it 
is filled, Council has asked Sarah Herwick, our Ad-
ministrative Assistant to maintain church records 
(ie: birth, death, marriage, baptism, membership 
transfers, etc) and Council members have volun-

teered to record minutes of Council Meetings.   If 
you are interested in becoming Church Clerk, please 
see me!  We would love to have you join us.
Membership Committee – a committee has been 
formed to review our current list of members to 
assure we have a complete and real list of current 
members.  This is important as we establish quo-
rums for our congregational meetings.  
Call Committee – a committee has been formed to 
work on a plan to call LeAnn Seto to FCC in a part 
time position.  Council approved this effort and sup-
ports her efforts to become ordained in the UCC.  
This would require approval of the membership in 
a special congregational meeting.   There is strong 
support for calling LeAnn to FCC and I encourage 
you to prayerfully consider this idea, speak to Coun-
cil members about any questions you may have, and 
get to know LeAnn – she is amazing!  
On the horizon also………
Visioning for FCC – where are we going and how 
are we going to get there?  
We need a new Mission Statement!  Our current 
Mission Statement is 3 paragraphs and consists of 
115 words…..who can recite it?  I believe a mission 
statement should be a short statement of our pur-
pose/mission and one that guides us into the future.  
What do you think we should be working on?  
Jane Shrosbree, Moderator

Church Picnic at Timbertown
Sunday, August 20, 2017 

12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m.

 Paper products, hot dogs and drinks 
provided. 

We look forward to having this social 
time together.

Timbertown is located on Sibley  Rd. 
just past the softball fields.

-2-



Memorial Committee News
Nursery/Youth Room
Memorial monies from the Jack Jeffreys’ account 
were used to update the furnishing for the nurs-
ery/youth room.  Purchased were a glider rocker, 
ottoman, glass top table that changes colors and 
has magnetic geometric shapes to make designs, 
colorful art work on the walls, table and chairs, 
books, new toys, flameless candles for Christmas 
Eve and paper products and crayons.  We now 
have a comfortable and bright room for the youth 
and parents!
Sound System 
Phase I started in 2016 was made possible with 
the Edward Visel account and Ginny Visel.  This 
included new sanctuary speakers, mixer and am-
plifier, four wireless receiver/body microphones, 
rechargeable battery packs for Pastor, and the 
hand-held microphone.
Phase II in 2017 included a speaker for the nursery/
youth room and an inductive loop around the pe-
rimeter of the church, which will provide assistance 
for the hearing impaired plus two individual hear-
ing assistance units available.  
Phase III the extra speaker was installed in the 
downstairs kitchen which will be valuable to let 
the committee hear the message and assist in the 
timing of funeral luncheons.  Memorial money to 
pay for this installation came from the following 
accounts – Visel, Marian (Downer) Boyce, Keith 
Bradbury (Betty Murphy’s brother), and Marga-
rette Weston. 
We thank the Jeffreys’ and Visel families and all 
those who made memorial contributions to them.  
These improvements and projects have made our 
church a family friendly building.

Thank You, From the Choir!
Some choir members asked Jane Shrosbree what 
had happened to the microwave oven in the up-
stairs kitchenette.  Jane said that she would check 
it out.  She did indeed by supplying a new unit!  
There are many Sundays that a hot cup of tea helps 
soothe our vocal cords!   THANK YOU JANE!!  We 
really appreciate your generosity! 

Worship and Music News
We look forward to celebrating Pentecost Sunday 
on June 4, as we recall the power of the Holy Spir-
it’s presence among us following Jesus’ ascension 
into heaven. We then begin the long “green” sea-
son of the Trinity, which lasts until Christ the King 
Sunday at the end of November. 
We are blessed 
to have families 
with young chil-
dren worshiping 
at FCC. Pastor Joe 
has added a chil-
dren’s message 
each Sunday.  The 
little ones love to 
sit on the steps 
with Pastor Joe 
to hear what he 
has to say about 
the mystery item 
that one of the 
children has put in the bucket for that week.  They 
all look forward to receiving a special treat at the 
end of the message.  The older children (adults) 
really enjoy this wonder-filled time of worship.
The Chancel Choir’s last Sunday to sing is June 11. 
Thank you to all our faithful singers for enhancing 
worship throughout the school year: Shirley Chap-
man, Grace Johnston, Linda Smith, Julie Nelson, 
Jeanne Casselli, Ruth Jennings (welcome!!), Judy 
Murphy, Carol Seeburger, and Stu Holmes.  Our tal-
ented musicians will offer special music during the 
summer months. Choir will resume in the fall.
Just a reminder:  please consider volunteering this 
summer as ushers/greeters, coffee hour hosts, 
and lay readers. Altar flowers are also welcome, 
especially as your gardens are in bloom. Please see 
the sign-up sheets on the church bulletin board or 
online through our website.
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Parables Worship and Ministry
Our first Parables worship service will be Sunday 
June 25 at 5 p.m. and will include a pizza dinner. 
We plan to offer these services on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of each month (July 9 and 23, August 13 and 
27). We have met with our new young friends from 
the Washtenaw Intermediate School District twice 
a month since February and have developed a very 
special relationship. Our meetings have included 
cooking, arts and crafts, music, and gardening activ-
ities as well as the opportunity for fellowship. Our 
last regular meeting until fall will be Thursday June 
8 from 12:30 – 2 p.m. You are invited to participate. 
We hope many of these students and their families 
will consider attending Sunday worship services. 

Blackwood Legacy Concert – Aug. 15
By popular demand, the Blackwood Legacy country 
and gospel quartet will perform at FCC on Tues-
day, August 15 at 7 p.m. Please spread the word 
to your family and friends about this free concert 
that includes the timeless music of the Blackwood 
Brothers as well as new country and gospel hits. 

The Blackwood Legacy is comprised of Gospel Mu-
sic Hall of Fame artist Rick Price, pianist and vocalist 
Luke Yates, and songwriter/musicians Hunter Spark-
man and Paul Secord. The quartet’s mission is to 
demonstrate the love of God through their music, 
ministry and testimonies.  The Fellowship Commit-
tee will provide a dessert reception following the 
concert. 

MISSION TRIP SURVEY:
Results of the Survey are in and we’d like to thank 
the 17 people who took the time to submit their 
thoughts!  As a result:

•St. Joseph Mercy Hospital of Chelsea - we are 
moving ahead to plan a couple sewing sessions for 
the walker totes that will be provided to the OT 
Department – Contact:  Wendy Beaumont;
•Sitting Tall Cracker Jack Camp - names and phone 
numbers that were provided have been submitted 
to Julie and Tom Nelson for assistance on Saturday 
mornings from June 17 through July 29 – Contact:  
Julie Nelson;
•Rippling Hope, Detroit, MI – From their website, 
workdays are scheduled for 1 Saturday a month 
from 8am-5pm – the dates are June 10, July 22, Au-
gust 19, September 9-11 (Service Weekend), October 
7, and December 2 – Contact:  Deb Borders;
•DOOR Program, Chicago, IL – 7 yes/10 no – the 
main response was a weekend is too short since 
2 days would be for travel and just 1 day would be 
devoted to service;
•HAITI Trip – 4 yes/13 no – main response was the 
distance, cost, and safety;
•Pine Ridge, South Dakota – 9 yes/8 no – again cost 
and distance of travel was a concern, and the fact 
that this trip would not be centered around recent 
disaster relief;
•Scholarships for Individual Trips – 3 yes/10 
no/4skipped – We may still try to implement a for-
mat to accomplish some type of mission trip schol-
arship program on the off-chance that we are not 
able to find a future trip that appeals to more partic-
ipation.  The funds that we have raised thus far have 
been raised specifically for the “Mission Trip Fund” 
and we feel it would be best to use current funds 
for this purpose.
Responders indicated that we have a good interest 
in serving, but closer to home is preferred.  Also, it 
would be preferred that our next trip be centered 
on disaster relief, as past trips.  Also, we found that 
survey participants are not against providing a small 
out-of-pocket contribution to join in on a future mis-
sion trip, which is how past trips were set up.  
It was not surprising to this Committee and this 
survey confirmed, that even though you may not 
have been interested in traveling on a mission trip, 
the response was that the majority would be willing 
to participate in fundraising towards the cost of a 
future mission trip.
                 continued on page 5
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An Upclose look at a 
Parables Worship Service

by LeAnn Seto
Parables is a no-shushing, 40-minute worship ser-
vice designed for all abilities; but especially for fam-
ilies who would like a progressive faith community 
where people on the margins, because of intellectu-
al or developmental disabilities, are empowered to 
share their gifts. 
Many families with children who have disabilities 
are used to being stared at with either irritation or 
pity in many places. Chelsea First Congregational 
Church is seeking to provide an oasis of belonging 
for such people. This means you have the oppor-
tunity to become a friend to a child or youth who 
may literally not have a single other person to call 
“friend.” As parents, we long for our children to 
find good companions to share the ups and downs 
of life with, right? We have a chance to offer that to 
someone, just as Jesus offered it to so many him-
self.
We will strive to offer welcome to the nonverbal 
child with autism who may move or act in ways that 
seem unfamiliar…or to the elder with dementia, 
or to the child who just seems to not fit in, because 
like Jesus, they are “little red fish” who swim in a 
different direction than the rest of the world. And 
like Jesus, who swam in a different direction, there 
is a little red fish in all of us, as well, that sometimes 
likes to swim in a different direction than the rest of 
the world.
The service begins each week with Sasha, the thera-
py dog, gathering the children on the chancel steps 
with her handler, and at 5pm one of our “red fish” 
will ring the bell, inviting all who wish---to pick up a 
tambourine and walk and dance into worship to the 
tune of “We are Walking in the Light of God.”
     continued on page 6

continued from page 4
Where do we go from here?  There are local mis-
sion opportunities, such as the St. Joseph Hospital 
walker tote sewing project, Sitting Tall Camp, and 
Rippling Hope workdays.  We encourage those 
interested to reach out to the contacts listed to get 
involved.
We will do a little more research to see what’s out 
there a little closer to home, centered around disas-
ter relief, with reasonable expense and maximum 
safety as our priorities.
Again, we thank you for your time and responses, 
and we will let you know where we are once we 
meet and discuss this further!

News from Mission and Outreach 
The summer months are a little slow for our group.  
Besides our monthly Faith In Action donations, we 
will be sending our yearly support money for our 
Foster Child, Karin Elizabeth Curuchich Cutzal.  We 
did not take a special offering this year for our Fos-
ter Child, because we have been blessed with your 
very generous giving over the past year and decid-
ed we would use some of those funds to meet our 
commitment this year. We will also donate to the 
Faith In Action Backpack program for school age 
children in August.
The monthly requests for items to be donated to 
Faith In Action will be posted on the Faith In Action 
board in the Fellowship Room and in the Refrig-
erator Page.  Our committee hopes we can figure 
out a way to keep you posted monthly on this very 
worthy organization’s needs.  We will post monthly 
totals for our giving on the board and on the Refrig-
erator Page also.   
Please remember that we only collect monthly Faith 
In Action items through October.  November and 
December are the months we will begin collecting 
for our Adopt-A-Family Christmas program.  We will 
do our best to get this information out in a timely 
manner.  Remember you can always contact the 
church office for updated Faith in Action informa-
tion.
As always your generous donations to our Mission 
and Outreach programs are much appreciated.  
Your Missions and Outreach team, 
Charlotte Bentley, Laura Downer & Judy Murphy
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continued from page 5
The setting will be fragrance-free, the communion 
bread will be gluten-free, and sensory headphones 
and the therapy dog will be available throughout. 
The short order of service will follow a similar flow 
each week for those who appreciate predictable 
structure. Immediately followed by a community 
meal with a gluten-free option. After June 25, we 
will continue to meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of each month at 5pm with a meal afterward.
If you would like tips to know how to be sensitive 
and helpful to these families and individuals as they 
arrive for the first time, please join LeAnn Seto for 
a short training on Sat. June 24, 9-10 in the sanctu-
ary, or Sun. June 25, at 11:30am. We’d love to have 
your welcoming presence with us as we greet our 
little red fish on June 25th at 5pm!

“Considering the 
Call”
Our congregation has been fortunate to share 
in worship and discussion with LeAnn Seto over 
the past year and witness her many spiritual gifts. 
LeAnn is a positive light in our church, leading 
the women’s peace group “Never a Bystander,” 
supporting a bi-weekly group for special needs 
WISD students at FCC, leading a support group for 
parents of special needs children and launching 
a special needs worship service called Parables 
which will begin at FCC on June 25. She is a book 
group leader, worship leader and social justice/out-
reach ministry expert. She encourages us to accept 
and learn about others and introduces ways that 
we can initiate change in the community.
Recently, a Call Committee has been formed to 
explore a permanent role for LeAnn at FCC as a 
part time pastor. LeAnn has completed all the 
requirements to seek ordination in the UCC. She 
has earned a Masters in Divinity and completed 
her Clinical Pastoral Education. LeAnn feels called 
to “Ministry Within the Margins” reaching out to 
those who often get overlooked in our community. 
We are blessed to witness how God has provided 
many resources for this ministry.
Many FCC members and local community members 
offer their time and spiritual gifts to this outreach. 
We received a grant from the UCC last year which 
has helped fund LeAnn’s work to date.

LeAnn lives in Chelsea and her calling is to work on 
a part time basis. The council is exploring several 
different avenues to use the resources God has 
blessed this community with to support this minis-
try. I encourage you to prayerfully consider this ad-
dition to our church to further support our mission 
and community service efforts. We will be working 
closely with Campbell Lovett, Michigan Conference 
Minister UCC and the Covenant Association as we 
navigate this process.
The Call Committee consists of myself, Charlotte 
Bentley, Linda Smith, Grace Johnston, Bob Spink 
and Julie Nelson. I hope that the membership will 
begin an active dialogue as they consider this new 
ministry. We look forward to hearing your thoughts.
Jane Shrosbree, Moderator

New Tables
In January we did a funeral luncheon for a family 
that’s not a member of our church.  After the lun-
cheon we were blessed with a generous donation.  
It was decided to use the money to puchase new 
lightweight tables.  We’ve purchased 10- 8’ tables 
and 2- 6’ tables.  We donated some of the old tables 
to Sitting Tall Cracker Jack Camp and still have 3 of 
the old tables available for purchase at $20.00 each.  
If you’re interested in purchasing one of the old 
tables contact Barb Wolfgang or Betty Murphy. 

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee has crafted a formal En-
dowment program policy that has been approved 
by council pending a couple of minor tweaks. This 
policy creates Endowment management practices 
that assure members and donors that any gifts to 
the Church will be properly managed to the donor’s 
wishes and mission of First Congregational Church.  
Expect to vote on this during an upcoming special 
meeting as this will be part of the updated Constitu-
tion to be voted on.
We are finishing work on a Fiscal Management 
Policy combined with an Investment Policy.  This is 
a conservative plan with a goal of minimizing sus-
ceptibility to market swings, minimizing fees and 
returning acceptable income.
As part of this effort, we are reviewing our current 
financial advisor (Merrill Lynch) and the specific 
investments we own.
Submitted by Bob Spink
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HEADS UP FOR THE FALL!
CROP WALK is scheduled for Sunday, October 1, 
2017 at 1:30 PM.  Please note on your calendar to 
come out and walk with us on a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon in the fall.  
This year’s walk will be in Dexter, as we are 
alternating it every other year with Chelsea.  We 
will walk from the downtown St. Joseph Village 
Parish Center.  The old church and its grounds 
are beautiful and will be open to visit.  You can 
walk either one mile, five miles or anything in 
between!  This is our 30th year for the Dexter/
Chelsea CROP WALK, so we will be celebrating 
and ordering t-shirts.  And our goal is to have 175 
walkers and our goal for fund-raising for world 
hunger is $30,000!!  
Please see Arly Spink for more information on 
this event.  

Save the Date

Parables Worship 
Kick OFF

Sunday, June 25th

5:00 pm
Dinner to follow

**Parables Preview**
Sunday, June 18th

5:00 pm
**ALL are welcome **

FCC Annual Chicken BBQ is coming!
Friday, July 28th, 2017. 

This BBQ has become an event that brings many visi-
tors from all over to our church for a wonderful time 

of food and fellowship year after year!

There are many little jobs that need to be done in 
preparation for the day.  Please contact Wendy Beau-
mont 734-417-8483 or Deb Borders 734-216-1962 to 

see where you can help right now! 

FCC Mission Trip 
Ice Cream Booth

 
FCC will once again run the 
ice cream booth at the Chel-
sea Community Fair!  Our 
work at this event helps to 
fund our mission trips so 
that we can share God’s love 
with the world!  This year’s 
fair runs from Tuesday, Au-
gust 22nd through Saturday, 
August 26th.  We look for-

ward to working with you this summer!



Pastor:  Rev. Joe Jeffreys
Office Administrator: Sarah Herwick
Office Hours: 

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 2pm 
Summer Hours Start June 27th: 
  Tues, 9am-12pm; Wed & Thurs, 10am-5pm; 
  Fri, 10am-4pm
Please call ahead for special needs
734-780-1561 Pastor’s cell phone

Contact Us: 
Church office phone: 734- 475-1844
E-mail:  church@chelseafcc.com (General Inquiries)
  pastorjoe @chelseafcc.com
  administrator@chelseafcc.com
  music@chelseafcc.com
Website: chelseafcc.com
Facebook: chelsea.fcc.ucc 
Twitter: chelsea_fcc_ucc

First Congregational United Church of Christ
121 East Middle Street

Chelsea, MI  48118

Return Service Requested

The Deadline for the Fall Commentary is August 18th, 2017
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Summer


