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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
This has been a very challenging time for me, as 
well as many of my colleagues who have been 
called to serve and follow Jesus Christ. I have spent 
a considerable amount of time in prayer and con-
templating how Jesus would react if he were here 
to witness the events that occurred in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia. I am troubled when I reflect on this 
nation’s leadership and the delay in taking a stand 
to call what happened in Charlottesville what it real-
ly is. To me it’s clear: we’ve endured another act of 
domestic terrorism carried out by a hate group who 
celebrates genocide and division. But it bewilders 
me as to why this idea is so obscure to others. 

In recent weeks our national governance has nor-
malized what happened in Charlottesville with the 
concerning response of, “there were bad people 
on both sides.” I’ll give you the benefit of the doubt 
and say, our President did initially denounce white 
supremacist groups, but that statement was negat-
ed by his choice to place equal amount of blame 
on the folks who chose to take a stand against an 
unjust, hateful group.  At the end of the day, when 
all of the bananas have been thrown in their piles of 
comparison based on “who did what to who,” we 
end up with two truths about those involved. One 
group fights for the rights of those who are treated 
unjustly, while the other group fights for the right 
to treat others unjustly. Pacifying white suprema-
cists by placing equal blame not only overtly sup-
ports their claim, but is also allowing others to vali-
date prejudices they’re currently struggling with. 

Oh I know, I am sure this will raise a few eyebrows 
and ruffle a few feathers, and I will be glad to have a 
constructive conversation with anyone concerning 
this matter, but being called to be a pastor doesn’t 
mean we get to coast along ignoring the important 
issues, “as long as we’re all happy.” The truth is 
the church is a place where we discover the great-
est parts of our humanity, and the place where we 

expose humanity’s greatest weakness. As groups 
gathered to worship prior to the protest they were 
met with “peaceful protesters” who were marching 
towards their church carrying torches, clubs and riot 
gear chanting hate speech.  The worshippers were 
asked not leave the safety of the church. What a true 
example that these people could only find sanctuary 
from hate in the sanctuary of the church.

Please take a moment and picture in your mind what 
it must have been like for the folks seeking solace 
before engaging in their mission of bring the light of 
peace. Seeing a crowd of hundreds of white nation-
alist carrying torches and clubs converging on their 
church. Should they stay silent?  Should they just get 
over it?  Should they place equal blame so everyone 
feels better?  

Oh how blessed are the poor in spirit; Oh how bless-
ed are the true peace makers; Oh how blessed are 
those who suffer for justice. I realized that Jesus is 
here with those who chose to follow his teachings. I 
know that Jesus promises to never leave us, but he 
calls to our hearts and souls and asks us to speak-out 
and take action when we witness injustice and op-
pression.  When people engage in His work, we can’t 
call them “bad people on both sides,” and we should 
all question why someone would. 

God’s Peace, 



Ministry Within the Margins
Hello retirees, stay-at-homers, self-employed folks, and 
homeschoolers---

How would you like to help our church’s mission to wel-
come those on the margins of society to find a place at 
the table, to teach a skill or share a kindness with some-
one who may feel they have no one to call a friend?

FUN THURSDAYS WITH WISD YOUNG ADULTS IS HERE 
FOR YOU!!! 12:30-2pm 

On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (beginning 
September 14), the 18-25 year olds, who have cognitive/
physical disabilities of different kinds, join us at First 
Congregational Church to share life together for an hour 
and a half. But the impact of that time carries our spirits 
for so much more!

About 10 young people, along with 3 or 4 staff from the 
Washtenaw Intermediate School District, walk over from 
their “school building” in the Sylvan Bldg. behind the 
church to cook, play, learn, create art, and laugh a lot 

with us.

Last year we had the 
wonderful support of 
Marsha Rinke, Grace 
Johnston, and Elis-
abeth Seymour and 
her young son, Aaron 
Seymour who were in-
strumental in shaping 
the activities we en-

gaged in each time. Whether it’s President’s Day and we 
make cherry tartlets or Marshmallow Day and we build 
art with marshmallows and toothpicks, or it’s Green Day 
and we eat our snack with every green vegetable we can 
find...it’s always a blast.

And we really need your help and relationship for these 
young people. Besides their own families, they generally 
don’t have other places in the community where they 
are welcomed and valued for their inherent goodness 
in God. We want First Congregational to be a “light on a 
hill” for these people as they outgrow the WISD support 
and need a place of belonging in the community.

Even if you can only join us occasionally once a month, 
we would love to have you. Please contact any of the 
above persons, or Pastor Joe or LeAnn Seto. Thanks!

BBQ 2017 Report
Another successful Chicken BBQ is in the books!  
The combination of beautiful weather, and the 
wonderful smell of grilling chicken drew people in 
quickly which meant that we SOLD OUT in record 
time!  This was a happy surprise to us, but much 
dismay to the many late arrivals who weren’t able 
to taste the awesome chicken or hot dogs, cole-
slaw, beans or most importantly the strawberry 
short cake! Not only did we sell out in record time 
we also have the largest profit to report in many 
years as of date we’ve brought in $3,278.55 

You donated financially, shopped for products, cut 
cabbage, baked biscuits, washed chicken, scooped 
beans, set up or took down tables and chairs or 
tents,  washed dishes and more dishes, ran wiring 
for borrowed equipment, rebuilt our old grill, stood 
over the hot grill flipping chickens,  and cleaned up 
trash. Then after all of that, visitors from the com-
munity and elsewhere were greeted with smiles 
and joyus hearts at the cashier table, the serving 
lines and in the dining area. Thats not to mention 
all of the people that worked in the kitchen or at 
the grills and never saw a customer or heard the 
oohs and aahs of the crowd. This really is a Congre-
gational effort. It is so true that this Church is so 
special because UR all in it! Thank You!

All that being said, and after more than 10  years of 
planning this event, our Committee has gotten a lit-
tle  weary and we’ve reached the point of passing 
our planning expertice on to the next crew.

If you are interested in taking up the charge and 
want to learn what goes into planning BBQ, please 
give Wendy Beaumont (417-8483) or Deb Borders 
(216-1962) a call.  We can’t wait to hear from you!
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Blessing of the Backpacks
Children are invited to bring their back-
packs to the September 10th worship ser-
vice, to be blessed as they begin another 
year of learning.



Holiday Bazaar 2017
After much thought and consideration the orga-
nizing group of the Holiday Bazaar has decided to 
take a year off. We hope that you all understand 
that the past 3 years could not have been possible 
or as awesome and rewarding as they were with-
out all of your help. We started with just a little 
idea and you all made it blossom into so much 
more. It has been exciting to see our church base-
ment filled with so many people from the commu-
nity and beyond. We have truly enjoyed our time 
of fellowship preparing for and hosting this event. 
Once we catch our breath, who knows what fabu-
lous event will be next!

Mission and Outreach
The Mission and Outreach committee has had a 
pretty quiet summer.  Our normal monthly Faith In 
Action donations have been collected and taken to 
FIA.  We will be collecting items for Faith in Action 
through October.   We have given $150.00 to Faith 
In Action for the Backpack program, which gives 
school supplies to local children.  We have also 
sent our Foster Child,  Karin Elizabeth our annual 
donation of approximately $450.00.  This amount 
takes care of her support throughout the year and 
also includes money for her birthday and Christmas 
gifts. 
 In November we will begin our annual Adopt A 
Family  project through Faith In Action.  We will 
be getting the name of our family sometime in 
November.  We will be setting up the giving tree 
with the gift tags attached in the Fellowship Room 
as soon as we have the name.   We will be giving 
instructions regarding the giving process sometime 
in November, either in a separate e-mail or in the 
Refrigerator page.   In December we will be meet-
ing to donate the remaining money given to other 
worthy organizations both locally and globally.  
The Mission and Outreach Committee continue to 
appreciate your generous giving so we can support 
these causes.   
Thank You,
Mission and Outreach Committee
Charlotte Bentley, Laura Downer  & Judy Murphy

Music and Worship Notes
We look forward to having our Chancel Choir sing-
ing again during worship services beginning Sep-
tember 10. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 7:00 
– 8:30 p.m. beginning September 6. No rehearsals 
on Sept. 13 or Nov. 22. The choir also meets at 9 
a.m. on Sunday mornings for an additional rehears-
al. Please consider participating in the music minis-
try of FCC, even if you can’t make every rehearsal 
date. We generally work on three weeks of music 
so that there are lots of opportunities to learn the 
songs.  All voices are welcome. We especially en-
courage more men to join – Stu Holmes is willing to 
share our wonderful ladies!
Thanks to pianist Alice Rhodes and singers Linda 
Smith, Ruth Jennings, and Julie Nelson for all the 
special music you provided for worship during 
the summer months. We also enjoyed the country 
gospel group New Legacy Project, who performed 
a public concert on Tuesday, August 15, which at-
tracted lots of guests.
Our Parables Ministry worship services began on 
June 25 and will continue on the 2nd and 4th Sun-
days of each month at 5 p.m. Attendance has av-
eraged around 40 people and a front page article 
in the Sun Times helped raise visibility.  On August 
13 a group of students from St. Louis School at-
tended and we were also surprised by a visit from 
Rev. Campbell Lovett, UCC Conference Minister 
for Michigan. The Conference provided grant seed 
money of $2500 last year for this new ministry and 
is very excited to see such a positive reception in 
the community. 
The season of “Sundays following Pentecost” con-
tinues during September, October and November. 
Special worship services include World Communion 
Sunday on October 1 when we will join with Chris-
tians across the globe in the celebration of the 
Communion Feast. All Saints Day worship will be 
held on November 5 when we will recognize mem-
bers and friends who have made the transition into 
the kingdom this past year and remember all those 
who have joined the communion of saints. The 
church year ends gloriously with Christ the King 
Sunday on November 26.  Pastor Joe has lots of 
inspiring messages planned and we hope the music 
will uplift your soul as well. 
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Please join us for a
 Turkey Dinner with all the fixings 

 
November 5, 2017 

following morning service 
 
We look forward to Celebrating a Plentiful 
Harvest with all of you! 
Watch for further e-mails and the board in 
the Fellowship Room to sign up and let us 
know that you’ll be joining us.

Stewardship
Your council will be working hard this coming quar-
ter to develop a budget for 2018 and in doing so will 
begin the Stewardship campaign.  As you prayerfully 
consider your abilities please give time to this year’s 
stewardship theme “Journey to Generosity: The Way 
of Jesus” which takes shape from the passage in Mat-
thew 9:35-10:23, when Jesus said to his disciples:     

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out la-
borers into his harvest. (Matthew 9:37-38)

If we relate this passage to our lives as Christians in a 
faith community, it’s easy to see that the plentiful har-
vest is God’s blessings and we are the laborers.  God 
expects us to give our time, talent and treasure to 
help gather the bounty and share it with our church, 
community and the world.  God expects us to be 
generous because God is generous.  This is the very 
essence of making a stewardship commitment.  

In the coming months you will receive information 
on how you can join our journey to generosity.  Then 
together as a congregation we’ll make our commit-
ments on Stewardship Sunday, which will be held on 
November 12th.   

-4-

Walk to End Hunger
CROP WALK is scheduled for Sunday, October 
1, 2017 at 1:30 PM.  Please note on your calen-
dar to come out and walk with us on a beauti-
ful Sunday afternoon in the fall.  
This year’s walk will be in Dexter, as we are 
alternating it every other year with Chelsea.  
We will walk from the downtown St. Joseph 
Village Parish Center.  The old church and its 
grounds are beautiful and will be open to 
visit.  You can walk either one mile, five miles 
or anything in between!  This is our 30th year 
for the Dexter/Chelsea CROP WALK, so we will 
be celebrating and ordering t-shirts.  And our 
goal is to have 175 walkers and our goal for 
fund-raising for world hunger is $30,000!!  
Arly Spink is our church’s recruiter and will be 
looking for walkers in September. Please call 
her at 734-475-6968 or email arlyspink@aol.
com.

Thinking of becoming and member of 
First Congregational?

Plans are in the works for a new member 
class to be held this fall. Please let Pas-
tor Joe, or the church office know that 
you’re interested in learning more about 
FCC and the joys of membership!  You 
can either call, 734-475-1844, or email 
church@chelseafcc.com or pastorjoe@
chelseafcc.com, to let us know your 
intent!





Pastor:  Rev. Joe Jeffreys
Office Administrator: Sarah Herwick
Office Hours: 

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 2pm 
Please call ahead for special needs
734-780-1561 Pastor’s cell phone

Contact Us: 
Church office phone: 734- 475-1844
E-mail:  church@chelseafcc.com (General Inquiries)
  pastorjoe @chelseafcc.com
  administrator@chelseafcc.com
  music@chelseafcc.com
Website: chelseafcc.com
Facebook: chelsea.fcc.ucc 
Twitter: chelsea_fcc_ucc

First Congregational United Church of Christ
121 East Middle Street

Chelsea, MI  48118
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