First Congregational Church

The

Commentary

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Fall
2018

interact with daily. It might be easier if at the end of
the day you remembered your accomplishments for
good, than feared retribution for ways you might
have contributed to the, “world gone wrong.” It just
may be the seed you need to see and act on the ways
God is working in your life.

Ever realized that some of the best movies start at
the ending? One I watched recently did exactly that
and I was mesmerized for the next 120+ minutes
to see what led up to this crescendo! Some movies
have an incredible first 5 minutes then you spend
the next two hours watching the climatic rise and
fall all leading to the penultimate moment where
the very beginning finally makes the connection.
The latter of the two scenarios reminds me of a
great story we’ve all heard over time.

It is easy to view what is happening around us as
a “world gone wrong.” The real challenge is to do
everything we can to make the world a better place.
Each sunrise is another invitation to live fully in God’s
presence, to make the most of every opportunity
until the sunset. Rest well and repeat!

Our scene starts in black, there’s a voice, a thought
– “let there be light” and before we know it God
brings forth the heavens, the firmament, the waters, life. We’re taken on a roller coaster ride where
pain is born from the eating of an apple, apathy and
jealousy are discovered in the murder of a brother,
the entire world is flooded, fathers are told to sacrifice sons, sons are beloved by Pharaohs and we’re
not even to the second book!

Tomorrow when you get up I urge you to take a
moment to envision your day with an incredible start
and finish! Keep focused on finishing strong and you
go through the day. And just see if things may turn
out a little better. And then… Rest Well and Repeat
God’s Peace,

The book of Genesis shows the world in the beginning – the world in the chaos – and the world as it
begins again. There is no shortage of movies, miniseries and even a Broadway show that are based
on the events in the first book of the bible. The
drama, the terror of Genesis makes it easy to see
the “world gone wrong.” The sensationalism of
that theme often narrates and influences how many
Christians connect to the Word, their faith, and the
world around them. But what if we started each
day like the movies that give away the ending in the
first five minutes?

Please join us for:

End of Summer, Hello Fall Picnic.
Sunday, September 30, 2018
12:30-2:30 p.m.
At FCC Lawn

(Lower level if it’s raining)
Hot dogs, condiments, drinks and paper products will be provided.

What if the Bible started out with the story of
Jesus? A story about a miracle birth, incredible life,
healing and teaching, death and resurrection. A
story with an incredible beginning and an ending
full of miracles in between! Imagine how you might
connect to the Word then, how it would influence
your approach to your faith, and the world you

Hosting this event beginning at 12:30 p.m. Will
give everyone that enjoys attending either the
Traditional 9:30a.m. service or Parables 11:30
a.m. service an opportunity to enjoy fellowship
time together.
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From the Moderator

Sabbath:
Why It Still Means Something for Us Today

We really need your help! Two open Officer positions
on our Council – Clerk and Financial Secretary –
make it difficult to progress bigger projects as many
of us struggle to “wear many hats”, leaving little
time for work on the important items I have reported on for the last several Commentaries. These
include review and revision of our Constitution and
By-Laws, development of a mission statement,
visionary planning, and arrangement for financial
audit/review. These two open Council positions also
make achieving a Quorum difficult.

Here’s my question for you…what drains energy
from you? And what restores that energy?
Think for just a moment about the people with
whom you are in relationship. Identify one person
that drains the life out of you every time you have
to be with them---whether it’s that annual Christmas
party, the check-out line at Polly’s, or at the mailbox
with your neighbor.
Now think of one person that you seek out when
you need to be restored to your best self…TOTALLY
DIFFERENT FEELING, RIGHT? When God talks of Sabbath being a command for us to honor, it’s about
God’s desire for us to move from life’s draining to
life’s filling. It has nothing to do with God being on
an ego trip and needing our attention like a needy
person starved for it. It’s all about telling us to REST
in order to remember our Belovedness---as individuals and as a community.

Please help us by praying that someone will consider
stepping forward and volunteering to fill these positions. Both positions are so important to the functioning of our Church. Here is a brief description of
what the responsibilities include for each position.
Clerk – attend Council meetings, record minutes and
function as a voting member of Council.
Financial Secretary – Count offerings after service,
enter contributions into computer system, take deposit to bank, attend Council meetings and function
as a voting member of Council.
We have several people that can help with these
duties as needed, and will joyfully provide assistance
and coverage as you need. I am happy to answer any
questions you might have about these roles.
Council will be having a day’s retreat in early November to do some work on our mission and vision. We
are also looking forward to the return to Committee
night – 3rd Wednesday of each month to help us
work together to progress toward our goals.

I actually witnessed this at the Chicken BBQ here at
church. Lisa Jeffreys is known as Gigi to her 3 grandkids, and when they approached her that night,
she lit up---and so did they. She immediately asked
Quinn if she’d like to share some of the whipped
cream she was enjoying; she gathered them up in
her presence and they just beamed as they stood
there talking with her. They were taking restful
refuge in her presence and being reminded of their
Belovedness, as only a grandmother can communicate.
The new round, flowered papasan chair at church is
our new symbol of the importance of Sabbath---of
taking Restful Refuge, like those 3 little ones found
in the presence of their Gigi. “Maranatha” is the
chair’s name, which means, “Come Lord Jesus.”
Feel free to sit in it intentionally as a way of mindfully stepping away from the things that distract you
from your own Belovedness in God.

As always, there is an open invitation to attend our
Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of each month in
the basement at 7 pm.
Jane Shrosbree,
Moderator

A handful of people from FCC and the larger community will be sharing in a Sabbath-ing Retreat on
Saturday, September 1st from 10-4pm. We will be
learning some spiritual practices to keep us more
deeply connected to our center in God and Christ,
so that when life gets crazy and stressful, we will
have an anchor already firmly secured to our Source
and Creator. Hope you can join us next year!
With Love and Light- Pastor LeAnn
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A Fond Farewell

Building and Grounds News
This committee has been pretty busy this summer and you may notice some changes or repairs
around the church. Electrical issues are being
addressed by Lyle Olson and we are thankful to
have him, installing lights in dark places, repairing outlets and speakers, and getting power into
parts of our old building that never had any!

As you probably already
know, Marsha Rinke, our
beloved Minister of Music, retired at the end of
June after nearly twenty
years of service. She was
recognized for her many
contributions to the life
of FCC at a special service
on July 1. Her dear friend
and choir member, Linda
Smith, sang a medley of
two of Marsha’s favorite
songs, One Bread One
Body and Here I am Lord, and Pastor Joe delivered a
moving tribute. A retirement celebration followed the
service. We wish Marsha well as she begins this new
chapter of her life and enjoys traveling and spending
more time with her husband Rick.

The exterior painting of the church is in full swing
by Arbor Painting Company. Fred Herendeen and
his crew have power-washed and are painting/repairing the trim all around, as well as doors. They
will have a huge boom to paint and do repairs on
the bell tower by September 1st. We also hope
that the fabrication of the replacement finial will
be complete to install on the top of the bell tower
soon. Funding through Capital Improvement
Fund.
In the near future we will participate in the planning/refurbishment of the Fellowship Room to
create a new image of welcome to visitors. This
might include new lighting, furniture and entrances to enhance our gathering space. It will
be a positive update that will still feel like FCC but
brighter and more inviting for all those who come.

Welcome Joseph
FCC Leadership, Council and Staff are pleased to
announce the addition of Joseph Kemper as our new
Minister of Music! Joseph joins us most recently from
New Haven, Conneticut where he studied for, and
received, his Masters in
Choral Conducting at Yale!
He is currently pursuing his
doctoral degree in choral
conducting at the University of Michigan where
he studies with Eugene
Rogers. For the 2018-2019
school year, he will be the
conductor of the University of Michigan’s Residential College Singers and be
the assistant conductor of
the Women’s Glee Club.
Joseph bring great excitement to his new postion
and looks forward to growing the music program
here at FCC, and connecting to the community! Please
come and say hello!

Any questions can be addressed to the B & G Committee: Doug Beaumont, Larry Chapman, Chuck
Armstrong, Dan Grau, Arly Spink

Ladies Out to Lunch
The ladies out to lunch is a great event to gather
and have good fellowship. We meet for lunch
the third Tuesday of the month. We’ve had
about 10 ladies each month. Our schedule for
the next few months are:

A great big THANK YOU to our search committee Jane
Shrosbree, Linda Smith, and Ian Brinklow!!
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September 18th: Aubree’s in Dexter
October 16th: Hungry Wolf in Manchester
November 20th: The Chelsea Ale House
On For the out of town lunches we’ll plan to
car pool. We’ll meet at 12:30 at the Pines or the
church to arrive at the restaurant by 1:00. Everyone ls Welcome!! There will be a signup sheet in
the fellowship room or call the church office. If
you didn’t have a chance to sign up feel free to
come anyway. There’s always room for more.
If you are in need of a ride contact Barb Wolfgang and I’ll help make arrangements to get you
there. Hope to see you for lunch and fellowship.

Mission and Outreach
The Mission and Outreach Committee has been pretty
quiet over the summer. We have continued to gather
Faith In Action Donations each month and delivered
them to be distributed. We have sent money to support our Foster Child. We have given money to Faith In
Action for their Back Pack Program. We will continue
to collect Faith In Action donations through October.
Beginning in November we will again begin our Adopt A
Family project for the holidays. We will put up our gift
tree in the Fellowship Hall with tags for people to take.
We will send more information as soon as we have our
family’s information. At the end of the year we will look
at the balance of the donations in our account and will
again be able to support other deserving organizations.
Those distributions will be listed in the annual report. Thank you again for all your generous donations
throughout the year.
Charlotte Bentley, Grace Johnston and Judy Murphy

Looking for curious people!!!
Saturday, November 10th, 2018
Holiday Bazaar

Chelsea will hold its annual “Wine, Women and Shopping Extravaganza” in historic downtown Chelsea. In
the past we have hosted a Holiday Bazaar and we are
looking to see if there is interest in hosting something
like that again this year.

is led the music minister search committee with the
help of Linda Smith and Ian Brinklow, and found our
new Minister of Music Joseph Kemper. As usual,
the choir took the summer off. We look forward to
hearing the Chancel Choir sing again this fall. The
first choir rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 26th at 7:00pm. All voices are welcome, so
please consider joining the choir. Singing in a choir
is good for your soul – in so many ways!
We were blessed by pianist Alice Rhodes’ beautiful,
spirit-filled music this summer while we searched
for Marsha’s replacement. Alice played for both the
traditional Sunday morning service and for Parables
this summer. Many thanks to Alice and singers Ruth
Jennings, Linda Smith and Julie Nelson for all the
special music you provided for our worship services
over the summer months.
We also had three guest worship leaders this summer, including Rev. Sarah Pomerantz for a pulpit
exchange; church member, David Drenth who
spoke about the power of prayer; and our Office Administrator, Sarah Herwick, who did a masterful job
delivering a sermon on humility. Much gratitude to
all these people for stepping up as worship leaders
this summer.
Things to look forward to this fall are:

If you are interested please contact the church office or
Wendy Beaumont b4mont@gmail.com.
If there is not at least 5 people interested in helping, we
will take another year off from hosting this event.

September 30, Rally Day will kick off the start of a
new, year-long worship curriculum. Pastor Joe and
Pastor LeAnn will start using the popular “Orange
Curriculum” which focuses on different sections
of the Bible each month. Followed by our annual
church picnic here on the FCC lawn.
World Communion Sunday, on October 7, is a day
when we join with Christians across the globe in the
celebration of the Communion feast. Bring your
furry friends the next week for a pet blessing on
October 14, following the worship service.

Music and Worship News
So much is happening at FCC! First, I’ll update you on
this summer’s news and then I’ll share plans for an
equally busy fall at FCC.
At the beginning of the summer, we announced new,
earlier summer hours of 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. for traditional morning worship and the Parables services,
respectively. Thanks, at least in part, to the earlier start
times, we’ve welcomed many new young families and
other visitors to both services this summer. The 9 a.m.
start made it possible for Pastor LeAnn to teach Sunday
school to the little ones in our Kid’s Kingdom, and still
be ready to lead the 11:15 a.m. Parables service.
We said goodbye to Marsha Rinke, our wonderful music
minister of nearly 20 years in July, and Jane Shrosbree
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The first Sunday in November is All Saints Day when
we will recognize members and friends who died
during this past year and remember all those who
have joined the communion of saints. The church
year ends gloriously on November 25. Pastor Joe
and Pastor LeAnn are already planning many inspiring messages and the chancel choir, under the
direction of a new Minister of Music will continue to
provide uplifting music.

CHELSEA/DEXTER CROP WALK
OCTOBER 7, 2018
CROP WALK NEWS

May 4, 1946. 72 years ago. That’s the official birthday of Church World Service (CWS). That’s when,
in the aftermath of World War II, faith leaders
organized a response to the humanitarian crisis in
Europe and Japan, asking farmers to generously donate crops – food grain and seed grain – that could
be shipped overseas. That effort was known as the
CROP Project, and today, you share in that legacy by
participating in your local CROP Hunger Walk.
Ever wonder where those CROP Hunger Walk Funds
go, or imagined the impact of your support?
Mary Obiero: Director of Relief Development and
Protection at CWS Africa (recently spoke in Okemos, MI; notes below by Barb Locks, our Dexter
CROP coordinator) CWS has 37 member denominations, with a goal of ending hunger. They encourage
sustainable development, and also work with emergencies and refugee resettlement.
In African countries, they target water-stressed
communities, often neglected by the national governments because of low population (few votes)
and other reasons. Some areas go more than 3
YEARS without water. Having to spend 6-8 hours
per day just to walk for water takes a big dent out
of a day for women and girls.
CWS works with communities to determine the best
way to provide water. They demonstrate how sand
dams can save the water that does fall, in a safe way
that does not flood. They also help to build wells,
both shallow and deep. CWS works to develop
community structure, so people can determine for
themselves what is best. Maybe a community decides to put in solar power to generate power for a
pump. They pay a fee for water used, to help cover
the cost of the solar system.
After a secure water source is provided, CWS targets education. They have developed Safe School
Zones, together with government, NGO’s, and private sectors. They have developed Safety Standards
Manuals, so students can learn in a secure, safe,
healthy environment, with trained teachers and
adequate materials. A meal is provided: the local
community provides the food, and the people who
provide the food get paid.
Some women have asked the CWS staff: what can
they do with their time, now that they do not have

to spend so much of every day getting water? CWS
asks them: what do YOU want to do? Most want an
education, so CWS arranges Pastoral Field Schools,
where speakers, often from the communities, share
ideas of how they can increase crop yields, raise livestock, and other ideas. It reminded me of George
Washington Carver’s traveling instructors, going to
the farmers who could not come to the university.
Only these instructors are from the communities
themselves. Bee keeping is a popular topic.
A question was asked: are droughts or floods easier
to deal with? The answer: droughts. People can stay
in place. With floods, people flee, with their children, abandoning all they have, and must start over.
Sand dams allow the water that would have created
a flood to sink into the sand, providing a filtered water source for many, many months after the rainfall.
Communities that have sand dams better conserve
their environment.
We are forming our FCC team for the October 7
walk in Chelsea starting at St. Pauls! Please see
Arly Spink or Lisa Jeffreys to get on the team, learn
how to fund-raise online and make a BIG impact on
world hunger. It will be easier to walk that day, or
run since it will be a 5K (instead of a 5 mi) 3.1 miles!
We need everyone’s help and we appreciate all your
support every year! Thank you.
Arly 734-355-2772 Lisa 313-618-2036
After much consideration, we have decided to
try something new with coffee hour. Beginning
in September, we will look to having coffee hour
hosts just two Sunday’s a month. To begin, we
have chosen the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s unless
there is another event like the Summer Picnic
already being hosted.
For September we have:
Sept. 9, 2018: Bob and Arly Spink
Sept. 30, 2018: Fellowship hosting the Picnic
Dates available for hosting in:
October 7th and 21st
November 4th and 18th
December 2nd and 16th
There will be sign up genius coming as well as a
sign up posted in the Fellowship Room.
Let’s see how this goes, we are looking for feedback so please let Wendy Beaumont,
Deb Borders, Cyndi Bertsos, or Kathy Grau know
what you think.
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