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FCC Family of Faith,
It is great to celebrate all the wonderful achievements we have had in the past few months, many
of them taking years to develop. The Parables Ministry began with a vision from God over two years
ago, and recently we celebrated the ordination and
installation of Rev. LeAnn Seto as our Pastor of
Inclusion. We also voted last fall to restructure the
FCC investment accounts to help fund new ministry opportunities and help with the maintenance
of our 120+ year old building. I believe these were
monumental tasks and took a great deal of prayer,
discernment, faith and effort. We often want to
see instant results and wish some things did not
take so long to implement in the church. We cannot
help but recognize this was at times a difficult and
painful transition. But, we are not alone. If you ask
any person from another church that is struggling
to keep up with the ever changing culture they will
have similar stories. Change takes time, effort and
staying focused on what God has called you to do.
And in the spirit of change I am reminded of a tragic
story in the headlines; another school shooting. Our
hearts break at the loss of life, especially for those
who are so young and as always our condolences
go out to all involved. That said, our condolences
feel inadequate, and often the emptiness we feel in
the face of this tragedy can easily cause us to shut
down, and to turn from the truth in despair. I understand the emptiness because I feel it, too. And
so, I pray, “have mercy on me, O God, according to
your unfailing love,” and I strive to keep faith with
a hurting people, and a devastated community. But
perhaps now is the time for us to use our despair to
motivate our communities in search of a solution.

is discouraging when it appears our elected officials
have no desire or motivation to discuss ways we can
prevent these tragedies. As our leadership makes
great strides to keep immigrants from our shores,
they are so beholden to lobbyist groups, such as
the NRA, that they fail to pass legislation that would
even keep guns out of the hands of people who are
on our terror watch lists! They fail to recognize the
terror within our newly built walls. Time and time
again, it appears that our elected officials feel more
obliged to the bag of silver held by lobbyists, than
the dying children and suffering parents they’re
obligated to help. So now it falls on us, the citizens,
to use our voices, our despair, to join together as a
nation and say, never again.
God is calling on us as his children to be advocates
for change. There have been 7 school shootings in
2018, 20 gun deaths during school hours, 19 gun injuries at the hands of others. The message has come
across loud and clear. Now is the time for us to reach
beyond preconceived beliefs, to educate ourselves
on sensible solutions that can help prevent this
senseless killing, to listen to each other and to the
dying children and suffering parents. We cannot pray
“How long, O God, how long!?” and stand by doing
nothing.
Please take the time to contact your elected officials
and let your voice be heard. Take the time to be the
change you want to see in the world.
God’s Peace,

Our nation, our leaders, and our faith traditions
need to do some soul searching. Collectively our
lack of resolve to bring an end to the senseless gun
violence that continues to scar the lives of so many
young people and their families is disheartening. It
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Church Council Updates

both have active parts in the event but because of
various time constraints, we are asking for some
heavier help! Please join us on Wed. March 21, 2018
at 5:30 p.m. Soup and bread will be provided.
If you are interested in learning more but you can’t
make it on the 21st, please either call, text, or e-mail
Wendy Beaumont (734-417-8483) b4mont@gmail.
com or Deb Borders (734-216-1962) debborders@
me.com / borders@butzel.com. Thanks, and see
you then!

I keep repeating this, but we really do have so much
to be thankful for at FCC – I can feel God’s spirit
working in us and with us as we worship and serve.
We had a successful Annual Meeting in Feb and
Officers and Committee members were elected and
ready to start the New Year. I remain honored to
serve as your Moderator and appreciate all of you.
In 2018 we are looking forward to:
-Ordination and Installation of LeAnn Seto, as our
Pastor of Inclusion
-Continuing on our Parables Worship Journey as we
increase our services to weekly – 5 pm every Sunday
beginning in March. PLEASE join us if you haven’t
yet attended one of these services – you won’t be
disappointed and you will see for yourself how God
is working in our community.
-Presenting a revision of our Constitution and ByLaws for membership approval.
-Welcoming New Members – New Member class
anticipated in March.
-Working together to develop a new mission statement that better captures our spirit and enthusiasm
for doing God’s work.
-Building improvements to our front entry thanks to
a very generous donation from the sons of Howard
Baker.
-Exterior painting of the building.
All are welcome to attend our Church Council Meetings the second Tuesday of every month at 7 pm in
the Church basement. Minutes of our meetings are
posted on the bulletin board in the church office.

Upcoming Fellowship Events
March 8th 7:00 p.m.: We will welcome Author
Barbara Edema back to “Cherish” with the third
book of her series, For Richer, For Poorer. We will
enjoy reading excerpts from the book followed by
discussion. The evening will end with fellowship
and light desserts!
April 1st 8:30 a.m. : Please join us for our annual
Easter Breakfast Celebration complete with egg
casserole, sausage, bacon, fruit, and tasty pastries.
May 13th : We look forward to honoring our
Mother’s
June 17th : We look forward to honoring our Father’s

Ladies Out to Lunch

Jane Shrosbree, Moderator

Annual Chicken BBQ Planning Meeting
After more than 10 years of planning for this wonderful event, we are looking for new members to help
take on some of the larger roles in the process. Please
join us in the church basement for a soup dinner and
we will explain what is involved in the planning of
one of FCC’s most successful fundraisers! We will
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The ladies out to lunch is a great event to gather
and have good fellowship. In January nine ladies
enjoyed lunch at Mainstreet Coney Island, February again nine ladies had a wonderful lunch at
Artic Breakaway. It’s good to get together and
enjoy friendly company. March 20th we’ll meet at
Thompsons Pizzeria, April 17th, Chelsea Grille and
May 15th Clear Lake Grill. We meet at 1:00 and everyone is welcome!! There will be a signup sheet
in the fellowship room or call the church office.
If you didn’t have a chance to sign up feel free to
come anyway. There’s always room for one more.
If you are in need of a ride contact Barb Wolfgang
and I’ll help make arrangements to get you there.
Hope to see you for lunch.

Memorial Committee

Financial Committee Report
Summarizing 2017

Memorial accounts were established for the following:
Doris Joan Bright - December 20, 2016
Howard W. Baker - January 27, 20017
Ryan Sweeny - May 23, 2017

Investment performance was strong for FCC
in 2017. Our investments started the year with
$583,924 and ended with $628,293 an increase of
$44,369. This is despite withdrawing $37,494 for
church operations.

Final payment of $300 to Aerial Enterprise (sound
system) was made with monies from the following
accounts: Marian Downer Boyce, Keith H. Bradbury, Edward J. Visel, and Margarette Weston.
Phase 2 included an inductive loop around the
perimeter of the church providing assistance for
the hearing impaired plus two individual hearing
assistance units and a speaker in the kitchen/dining
room area.

2017 marked several milestones for FCC investments.
We transitioned from Merrill Lynch to Vanguard for
investment management. This transition lowers
transaction costs and mutual fund fees. We also
have a direct link to the FCC checking account for
fast money transfers.
At Vanguard, we no longer have separate accounts
for various investments. There is one account.
We track portions of our separate funds internally—they all grow at the identical rate. Here is the
breakdown:

The Worship Committee inquired if there were
any monies that could be used to purchase new
hymnals. In checking with families, it was determined that the following accounts were available:
Rheubena (Bea) Bailey, Doris Joan Bright, Ryan
Sweeny, Hugh Weinberg and the Rinke Family. The
invoice totaled $1,643.30 and the listed accounts
have been closed. The new “Worship and Rejoice”
hymnals replace the red and black hymnals and
contains over 600 of our favorite hymns plus over
100 contemporary praise sons all in one hymnal.
A Christian Education/Youth account was established in early 2014 by Sally and Jim Nicola designated in memory of Judy Kay Staebler and Helen
Harris. Now that we have children participating in
church and Sunday school activities, it was determined that the $70.00 be given to Lisa Jeffreys and
Kalli Nowitzki co-leaders to be used as needed for
supplies.

•

Capital Improvement

•

Operating Emergency Fund

•

Spaulding

•

First Congregational Endowment Fund

•

Scholarship

•

Mission Trip (starting 2018)

The largest fund is the Endowment fund at 58%.
The Capital Improvement fund is designed to fund
necessary church repairs. Any contributions designated to any category is easily transferred to
Vanguard electronically and credited appropriately.
We have approved an Endowment policy and with
it, a formula for designating yearly investment
proceeds that assures investment growth. We
have also instituted an investment policy that sets
standards for return rate and stability.

We have received $20,000 in memorial money
given by Steve Baker and Brent Baker in memory
of their father Howard W. Baker. Their wish is for
it to be used for the restoration of all of our front
doors and rebuilding of the front basement stairway and railing in keeping the architecture of the
church.

Thank you for your generosity in general fund giving in 2017! Giving is greatly appreciated as it helps
us keep the balanced 2018 budget we approved at
the annual meeting.
Looking forward to a successful 2018.
Bob Spink -- for the Finance Committee
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Mission and Outreach

Music and Worship

The Mission and Outreach Committee finished the
year by disbursing the offerings given by our members to the organizations we support during the year.
Those organizations are listed in the Annual Report.
We will continue through out the year with our Faith
In Action donations each month. Please watch the
Board in the Fellowship Room and the Refrigerator
Page for requested donations. We will be collecting
for One Great Hour of Sharing on March 11, 2018. This
special offering is through the UCC Conference and
this money will go to places lacking health and educational resources and/or where disaster has struck. In
May we will have our Foster Child offering. This will
be taken in the Mother’s Day service and the Sunday
before Mother’s Day. This offering will go to support
our Foster Child. There will be special envelopes in
your Sunday bulletins for both offerings. The Mission
and Outreach Committee again thank your for your
continuing support of efforts.

Ordination Day
We ordained the Rev. LeAnn C. Seto on Sunday,
February 18. Thanks to everyone for all your help
in making
this celebration and mutual commitment truly
spirit-filled
and amazing! We had
17 people
sing in the
combined
choirs of FCC and Church of the Good Shepherd
and were blessed by Jaylon Sims, who directed
us. We look forward to supporting Pastor LeAnn
and listening for God’s guidance for our Parables
ministry.

Charlotte Bentley, Grace Johnston & Judy Murphy

Lenten Journey

“Around Town with Linda”
Upcoming Interview with Rev. LeAnn Seto
Linda Meloche has hosted her program since 2003 for
the Chelsea community, highlighting the stories of
ordinary people in our city. Not only does this serve to
help us all get to know each other better, but it also
invites us to consider our own stories more carefully,
reflecting on what unique gifts God has given each of
us to the service of others.
Linda will be interviewing LeAnn on March 9th about
how God has worked in her life to help bring the
PARABLES ministry to First Congregational Church.
The program will be broadcast at the end of March
on “Around Town with Linda” on Chelsea’s channel
18 at 7:30am, 1pm, 6pm, and 11pm. You can also go
to storiesofchelsea.org for a complete alphabetical
list of her interviews from the past 15 years. And of
course, many of you may have also discovered the
DVD collection of the interviews held at the Chelsea
District Library.
As the precise date of the first program becomes
known to us, we will update the congregation. Thank
you, Linda Meloche, for your faithfulness to our community in sharing your own gifts in remarkable ways!
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During the season of Lent we are using a series
called “Spring Cleaning Your Spiritual Life.” This
follows the Old Testament scripture readings
for the first five Sundays of Lent, and then the
Gospel reading for Palm Sunday. We are asking
everyone to take on the practice of keeping a
journal based on the readings and suggestions
for each week. Printed Lenten Journal booklets
are available at church, or contact the office if you
would like one mailed to you. We hope that we
each take the time to examine our own lives and
remember God’s promises to us based on these
weekly themes:
2/18/18: Never Again (Genesis 9:8-17)
2/25/18: Renewed Trust (Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16)
3/4/18: Ordering Your Life (Exodus 20:1-17)
3/11/18: Giving Over to God (Numbers 21:1-9)
3/18/18: Written On Your Heart
(Jeremiah 31:31-34)
3/25/18: Take Up Your Cross (Mark 14: 1-15)
Follow this link to view online: http://rev-o-lution.org/2018/01/22/lenten-series-spring-cleaning-your-spiritual-life/

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday Service, March 25, 10 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Service, March 29, 7 p.m. – “United in Spirit” at St. Paul UCC, 14600 E. Old US Hwy
12, Chelsea
Good Friday Chelsea Community Service, March 30,
12:15 p.m. – at First Congregational. Join with our
brothers and sisters to observe this solemn day.
Easter Sunday Resurrection Celebration and Holy
Communion, April 1, 10 a.m. worship; breakfast at
8:30 a.m.
Easter Flowers
Would you like to order an Easter lily, hyacinth,
tulip, or daffodil
plant Plants will
cost $13.50 each
(6” pot with
foil and bow).
Orders need to
be placed by
Wednes-day,
March 21. Look
for a sign-up
sheet on the
bulletin board in the gathering area, or you may
contact the church office by phone or email. Let the
office know if you want the plant “in honor of” or
“in memory of” anyone. Plants will arrive on Saturday March 31 and may be taken home following the
Easter morning service.
Volunteer Choir Invitation
Do you enjoy singing? Would you like to try singing
with the choir, but don’t want to commit to every
week? We extend an invitation
to volunteer for the last Sunday
of each month and give it a try!
No advance notice needed –
just come to the rehearsal the
previous Wednesday from 7:00
– 8:30 p.m. Sunday mornings
we arrive at 9 a.m. for a final
rehearsal. If you can’t make
Wednesday, but still want to sing on Sunday, let
Marsha know and we can get the music to you in
advance.
Sun. March 25 (rehearsal Wed. March 21)
Sun. April 29 (rehearsal Wed. April 25)
Sun. May 27 (rehearsal Wed. May 23)

Leadership Relations
This year has taken off and it started on just the
right foot! In January we officially added LeAnn
Seto to our staff and were able to fully install (and
witness the ordination of) Rev. LeAnn Seto as our
Minister of Inclusion. The addition of another member to our wonderful staff has opened the door to
establish some new office routines. Our staff now
meets every month to discuss schedules, security,
office protocol and ways to improve communication
with each other and with the congregation.
If you haven’t had a chance to see it yet, a big cork
board has been installed behind the desks in the
church office. In an
effort to keep notes
from falling through
the cracks or getting
lost, the staff decided
to create a communication hub. If you have a
note for any of our staff
members feel free to
pin it to the board. Be sure to pin it in the correct
area so the right person gets the message. The staff
have even provided conveniently located forms and
pens for your use.
If you are looking to leave a note for council, the
staff recommends that you pin your note to the
cork board outside of the conference room door.
Your note will either be dispersed to, or picked up
by, the committee you’re looking to contact. You
can also see the church calendar and peruse minutes from the latest council meetings in the same
location.
As always staff are also available via email, or phone
call during office hours. On another note, we have
now added an additional day to our regular office
hours. You can contact the church office, Monday
thru Friday 9am-2pm. We hope this extra day helps
keep communication open and consistent. If you
ever have a question, concern or comment about
our staff, or staff policies feel free to contact me at
cyn.bertsos@gmail.com. Thanks for being such a
dedicated congregation in supporting our amazing
staff!
Your Leadership Relations Committee,
Cyndi Bertsos and Ruth Ann Steele
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
121 East Middle Street
Chelsea, MI 48118
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Spring2018
The Deadline for the Summer Commentary is
May 18th, 2018

Pastor: Rev. Joe Jeffreys
Pastor of Inclusion: Rev. LeAnn Seto
Office Administrator: Sarah Herwick
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 2pm
Please call ahead for special needs
734-780-1561 Pastor Joe’s cell phone
Contact Us:
Church office phone: 734- 475-1844
E-mail: church@chelseafcc.com (General Inquiries)
		
pastorjoe @chelseafcc.com
		
marginsmatter@chelseafcc.com
		
administrator@chelseafcc.com
		
music@chelseafcc.com
Website: chelseafcc.com
Facebook: chelsea.fcc.ucc
Twitter: chelsea_fcc_ucc
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