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And so now you can see how these changes have
been received. Since 2014 our children’s program
has grown by 500%!! Our outreach to those on the
margins means 30-50 people are receiving the love of
a church family. Where we lost members who have
passed away, or moved away, we’ve allowed for new
people to come in and flourish, gifting this beautiful
church with new life and energy. Please take a moment to reflect on the accomplishments, “only possible by a God who has led us through some difficult
times.” At the same time, we can’t delude ourselves
into thinking these changes are securing our future.
No, our hold is tenuous at best. So now we come to
you.

We are BLESSED! I can see that! But we live in a
period in history when the premise of Church is
threatened. By this I mean the number of Church’s
struggling to keep their doors open, participation
on the decline, and lack of financial resources to
do ministry. Despite the number of Church’s struggling to just keep the doors open and worship on
Sunday, FCC has experienced an increase in people
attending and continues to expand our outreach to
the community.
The struggling Church may be news to you, but it
has been on our radar for a very long time now.
Since 1999 church membership universally has
dropped by 50%. As the momentum continues it’s
estimated that by 2040, 70% of the churches that
had been open in 2010 will have closed. For perspective that would leave only 6 of the 18 currently
located in Chelsea. Of people who identify as Christian, less 40% attend with any type of regularity, and
of those who attend over half of them are from the
baby boomer generation or older. And to put a little
more perspective on that figure only 16.5% of Americans are over the age of 65.

So much of what we do is built upon how we are
perceived by others. It isn’t enough to be a place that
we feel is welcome. We have to create a space that
feels welcoming to others. We have to be intentional
about creating space that feels welcoming to people
who can sustain the church. And sometimes that
can feel like we’re losing something, but when you
see what you have to gain it feels less like a loss and
more like the beautiful transition into what we were
always meant to be. So please join our vision and
mission. Together with God, ALL things are possible.
Divided we’re destined to fall, and with that fall, we
let the legacy left by those before us disintegrate.
One thing has stood the test of time. When people
gather in prayer and discernment and “FOLLOW THE
SPIRIT” using their Spiritual Gifts… God does incredible things!

Luckily, FCC staff and leadership have been working
on these challenges in the background. We intentionally sought out ideas and actions that statistics
support in an effort to build upon the wonderful
foundation we as a church, have so graciously
been given by those before us. When we defined
the demographic needed to continue to serve the
community, we were able to find ways that makes
FCC stand out – what makes us unique. For the past
four years FCC has taken BOLD COURAGEOUS steps
to not follow the trend of most churches facing
the challenges of today. Investing in new exciting
ministries, staff, and developing leaders within our
community to meet the needs of people “On The
Margins.” Those who struggle to fit in and are longing to have a relationship with Christ.

I look forward to what God has planned for FCC
and Parables in the near and distant future and feel
BLESSED to be on this journey with you!
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it. (Corinthians 12)
God’s Peace,
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President’s Report
Our Annual Meeting on Sunday February 9, 2020 was
well attended with over 50 people in attendance.
Thank you so very much for your participation. The
2020 budget was hotly debated and although contested by some, with explanation and many people speaking eloquently with heartfelt words, the
budget passed by a large margin. Our Open and
Affirming Covenant also passed
by a large margin and we look
forward to joining the list of over
1500 Open and Affirming UCC
Churches in the United States
who openly welcome LGBTQ+
people.
I am including our minutes from
our Leadership Council meeting
Tuesday February 11, 2020. It
was a great meeting, celebrating our gifts and our
trust in God, building relationships with each other,
and discussing ways to better communicate with
each other and the church as a whole.
Minutes FCC Council Meeting February 11, 2020
Present: Jane Shrosbree, Joe Jeffreys, Julie Nelson,
Terri Drenth, Anne Colone, Guests: Nancy Loftis,
Carol Seeburger, Jerry Gilliken
Absent: LeAnn Seto, Deb Borders, Arly Spink
Meeting called to order at 7:05 – Quorum not met
– constitution requires majority (6/10) of leadership
team members for quorum – tonight 5/10
Joe opened with prayer.
Check in exercise – Joe placed many pieces of paper
around table with quotes – each person picked a
quote and shared why they picked that quote and
how it fits with their day. Quite powerful sharing of
ideas/feelings and connecting with each other. Samples that were used:
May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.
N.Mandela
Gratitude is the open door to abundance.
With God all things are possible. Matthew 19:26
Don’t look back – you’re not going that way
Pray.wait.trust…..
Sometimes you win…..sometimes you learn……
Put your positive pants on.
Faith in God includes Faith in His timing.
Debriefing Annual Meeting – We had good conver-2-

sation about what we learned and what we might
improve on next year – among the ideas: *Ask
for volunteers to set up chairs and tables, coffee/
cups/water/cream/sugar * have paper copies
of Annual report available – especially agenda,
motions and budget * Use a projector for agenda, motions and budget * Include narrative in the
budget lines where there is a change from the
past as to purpose of the increase or decrease
* Have paper ballots ready to distribute * Have
visuals running with photos of our celebrations
over the year * Celebrate our successes of the
past year
All feel that Improving Communication throughout our Church Family is Critical - Ideas: increased
effort to share minutes/monthly reports by posting on bulletin board in office and also posting on
FCC website with member access * Regular Commentary distribution, at least quarterly, maybe
monthly * Small group interaction to build relationships * Book study – Who Stole My Church”,
*Monthly Town Hall meetings between worship
services – share what’s happening, hear what the
needs are, answer questions, hear concerns, celebrate successes, * Recognize and thank people
publicly that are making a difference at FCC during
worship……what are your ideas?
Open Positions – Very happy to announce that
Nancy Loftis has volunteered to return as our
Treasurer as Terri Drenth is leaving. Terri will be
working with Nancy to make a smooth transition. Nancy was our
former Treasurer
prior to Terri taking
over. In addition,
Julie Nelson will be
staying on for one
additional year as
Team Leader of the
Worship Team. Melanie Odom-Groh and
Ruth Ann Steele will
be joining the Missions Committee.
Our Council remains without a Team Leader of our
Mission and Outreach Team as well as a Vice President to help manage our Investments and chair
our Finance Committee.
continued on page 3
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In addition, we are looking for a Financial Secretary
to record offerings and make weekly deposits as
well as a Summer BBQ chairperson.
Please prayerfully consider how you can use your
gifts to help FCC continue to grow and serve our
community.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Shrosbree
You are always welcome to attend a Leadership
Council meeting – they are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in our Conference
Room. We would love to have you join us!

Parables in Action
Please read how meaningful Parables is to this
community:
Finding a place that feels like home…on a Sunday,
under uber-magnified-“I gotta be quiet”-anxiety,
when one cannot silence the chaos in their brain
is almost an improbability. But somehow we have
managed to do just that. A lovely, welcoming to
all who feel on the fringe, small gathering of “Yes,
Jesus loves you” kind of people who are in varying
stages of their life journeys, come together at Parables; a worship service in Chelsea led gloriously and
compassionately by a mom (she also has a an adult
daughter with autism which lends itself to the understanding & acceptance). There may be a dozen
interruptions, boys tripping at the altar, questions
just tossed out there given answers mid-sermon, a
stubborn-spit-filled flute determined to be played
by a patient woman whose eyes no longer work.
The chaos is real but
within those church
walls, with a therapy
dog standing nearby
for comfort, calm
reigns among God’s
people. Our Jazz and we, have found our home,
our community. Magic happens when 70 year old
Jerome, whose parents are prayed for every time
he requests as we smile at his plea for everyone to
“pack your bags. Let’s head down to Kentucky to
my Uncle’s farm before this weather gets bad.” He
makes the old organ pipes shake; Jazz rises from
her pew, walks to the closet nearby and stretches both hands onto the wall “to feel the music”
which she says “is beautiful” while this for-once
calm mom breathes in the pure joy of knowing that

love knows no bounds. Thank you friends at Parables and special xxoo to Pastor LeAnn.
by: Melissa Archer

A note from the Building and Grounds
Committee
We are welcoming new folks to our church which
is a great thing! And to make space for expanded
programming, you will notice a few pews being
removed from the rear of the sanctuary. As requested by our Education and Worship Committees, we are moving some pews and storing them
for the time being. No worries, there are plenty of
places to sit every Sunday! Friends, let’s motivate
ourselves to sit a little closer together and hear
everything better! Remember, our purpose here
is to help people find their way to Christ and to be
welcoming to those who are finding this relationship. Our goal is to create a space where all are
comfortable, from those in wheelchairs, to our
children, to those with hearing or other physical
needs. Growing pains are indeed a gift; thanks for
your patience.
by: Arly Spink

Member Caring Team
With our first meeting of the new church year in
January 2020, the Member Caring Team reviewed
the previous year and felt we accomplished a lot.
Looking ahead we will be helping Pastor LeAnn
with simple meals during the book study of “The
Immortal Diamond” by Richard Rohr beginning
February 25 at 5:45pm through April 7, 2020.
We will also organize the traditional Easter Breakfast between the 2 worship services on April 12,
2020. In September there will be a kid-friendly
meal to kick off the start of Kid’s Kin-dom along
with the start of the new school year.
As part of our own growth, the Team will be reading and discussing at our meetings “Speaking the
Truth in Love” by Koch and Haugk, 1992.
Because we read or skimmed several books on
grief in the past year, we will have a brief synopsis of those books periodically in the Refrigerator
Page. Our book reviews will also include children’s
books for parents who are looking for a variety of
books for their children.
We discussed adding a Mental Health Corner to
continued on page 4
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the Refrigerator Page where the congregation would
have at their fingertips phone numbers and/or websites for easy access for mental health issues. One of
our members is currently researching sources of help.
Prayer Request Cards are in the pews but to make
those cards more visible to the congregation, there
will be a small table near the corkboard with the
Cards and a Card will be pinned to the corkboard.
by: Anne Colone

From Memorials
The memorial project of the stair well from the Fellowship Room to the Dining Room is now complete.
This was made possible
with a donation from
Steve and Brent Baker
in memory of their Father, Howard Baker and
memorials from Helen
Harris and Richard Loftis.
The project included
new white oak wainscoting to match the rest of
church, new oak railings
with LED lighting, drywall and improved headroom at
the bottom of the stairs.
In addition to the Memorials we would like
to thank; Luther Nagel (custom wainscoting mill work), Kevin
Kooyers and Josh
Moran (construction),
Arbor Painting (finishing) and Lyle Olson
(electrical).
A big improvement to our historical church building.
by: Larry Chapman

Music & Worship News
Looking back on Advent and Christmas
Each Sunday in Advent started with the lighting of
another Advent candle representing hope, peace,
joy, and love. Our Children’s Pageant on December 15
involved more than 25 children. The children brought
the Christmas story to life with a play titled, “Too
Many Shepherds.” Many thanks to Elisabeth Seymour
for directing the play with assistance from LeAnn
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Seto, Lisa Jeffreys, Kate Roebuck, Matt Kibler,
and Megan Jeffreys. It was wonderful to see all
the pews full and so many children learning about
the Christmas story. The Christmas Eve service
was a traditional candlelight service. Jane, Kate
and Emily Shrosbree lit all the Advent candles
and the Christ candle. Linda Smith sang a moving
rendition of “Mary Did You Know”
Lent and Holy Week
Lent is the season when we remember Jesus’
40 days in the wilderness following his baptism.
He used this time to reflect on His calling and to
commune with God in preparation for the difficult
path that lay ahead. We are exploring holding
joint worship services with St. Paul’s and/or Webster Church, our fellow UCC churches in Chelsea
and Dexter, for Maundy Thursday. Dates for Holy
Week services are as follows:
•

4/9 – Maundy Thursday

•

4/10 – Good Friday – 12 p.m. community
service at FCC.

•

4/12 – Easter

Easter Flowers
Would you like to order an Easter lily, hyacinth,
tulip, or daffodil to brighten the sanctuary or your
home for Easter? Plants will cost $13.50 each (6”
pot with foil and bow). Orders need to be placed
by Wednesday, March 25. Look for a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board in the gathering area, or you
may contact the church office by phone or email.
Let the office know if you want the plant “in
honor of” or “in memory of” anyone. Plants will
arrive on Friday afternoon, April 10 and may be
taken home following the Easter morning service.

Ladies Out to Lunch
The ladies out to lunch is a great event to gather
and have good fellowship. It’s been wonderful
to get together and enjoy friendly company. A
reminder that we moved the time up to 12:30pm,
but are still planning on having the lunch every
3rd Tuesday of the month. This Spring’s lunch
dates are:
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March 17th at Uptown Coney;
April 21st at Artic Breakaway;
and May 19th at the Clear Lake Grill
Be sure to check the fellowship room for a sign up
so we know you’d like to join us. If you didn’t have a
chance to sign up feel free to come anyway. There’s
always room for one more.
If you are in need of a ride contact Barb Wolfgang
and she’ll help make arrangements to get you
there. Hope to see you for lunch.

Be Prepared!
Recently the world has been turned upside down
over a virus that appears to only be gaining momentum. Below is information passed along to us from
the UCC Disaster Ministries. We present this information not to panic you, but to keep you informed.
Coronavirus and the Church
As new cases of the coronavirus (CoVid-19) are reported in the United States and around the world,
the church is called to education, caution and common sense. Here are a few basic guidelines for congregations. Good hygiene helps prevent the spread
not only of coronavirus but also of colds and flu!
*Members, ministers, ushers - wash your hands
frequently – with soap and water and for at least 20
seconds.
* Sneeze or cough into the crook of your elbow or
a tissue, not your hand. Wash immediately after
coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose.
* Avoid touching your face, especially your mouth,
nose and eyes, with unwashed hands.
* Regularly disinfect surfaces frequently touched
including keyboards, desktops, elevator buttons
and door knobs.
* Use hand sanitizer.
* Avoid close contact with someone who is sick.
* Stay home if you are sick. Feel free to “bump elbows” or bow to fellow congregants during passing
of the peace instead of hugging or shaking hands.
*Support changes in offertory and communion practices that minimize the chance of spreading germs.
For example, ushers can keep hold of the offering
plate; for communion, individual (even disposable)
communion cups can be used.
Coronavirus (CoVid-19) is a respiratory illness that
causes flu-like symptoms including fever, vomiting
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and difficulty breathing. If you have any of these
symptoms, seek medical advice. Call ahead before
you go to a doctor’s office or emergency room. Tell
them about any recent travel and your symptoms.
Stay home. Do not travel while sick. Avoid contact
with others. Ask to join meetings via video or telephone conference call while you are recovering.
Join worship via livestream.
More resources from UCC Disaster Ministries:
ucc.org/disaster_coronavirus_resources_from_the_
ucc
As the faith community, we have a special responsibility to care for our fellow congregants and communities. When we are prepared, we are in a better
position to help others. Get the facts and restate
them accurately. Check in frequently with our
fellow congregants. And counter scapegoating such
as already has been shown to some Chinese and
Chinese-Americans. They are not to blame for the
coronavirus!
Brought to you by: ucc.org/disaster

A Prayer for Spring
Your message of hope
to a world tiring of winter’s starkness
longing for that first crocus
to push through snow’s icy blanket
and spread its leaves
like arms outstretched
to its creator
Springtime
Our yearly reminder, if we needed one
that to a world that was dark and cold
a world devoid of love’s sweet warmth
you sent your Son
to break through sin’s icy blanket
and, arms outstretched
on a cross
he brought us
hope
https://connectusfund.org/9-best-prayersfor-springtime
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The Deadline for the Summer Commentary is
May 15th, 2020

Pastor: Rev. Joe Jeffreys
Pastor of Inclusion: Rev. LeAnn Seto
Minister of Music: Joseph Kemper
Administrator: Sarah Herwick
Please call ahead for special needs
734-780-1561 Pastor Joe’s cell phone
734-323-4213 Pastor LeAnn’s cell phone
Contact Us:
Church office phone: 734- 475-1844
E-mail: church@chelseafcc.com (General Inquiries)
pastorjoe @chelseafcc.com
marginsmatter@chelseafcc.com
administrator@chelseafcc.com
music@chelseafcc.com
Website: chelseafcc.com
Facebook: chelsea.fcc.ucc
Twitter: chelsea_fcc_ucc
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