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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
as our Pastor of Inclusion. The Parables Ministry
continues to grow with volunteers and resources to
support its mission. How can we use the momentum
from that worship to move Sunday morning forward
as well?

The idea of innovation and change seems to resonate in the consumer market but often it is a struggle in communities of faith. I was reading an article
written by CJ Clark, executive director of Living
Water Ministries (LWM) in Northern Michigan. LWM
is a non-profit camp that offers opportunities for
young folks to enjoy nature, connect with people of
many different traditions, and God. Our boy’s spent
many summers at LWM as campers, and young
adult leaders. LWM struggles like many non-profit
organizations to balance the budget and serve the
community.

My goal for 2018 will be to encourage our leadership
team and faith community to take a hard look at how
we “do” Sunday morning worship. Last year we had
a “What’s Next” campaign. Out of that visionary experience God sent us all the resources we needed to
launch Parables. The world around us is in a constant
mode of innovation and change. Let’s take time to
pray about how we can use these ideals to catapult
us further into what God has planned for us in the
coming year!

In the article, CJ talked about innovation and the
need to have the latest and best innovations to
make our lives better. Corporations that are successful are spending an extreme amount of their
budget on research and development. In contrast,
many religious institutions prioritize budget management. CJ used the example of tech company giant, Apple. I think we all can agree that Apple does
an incredible job with research and development.
One of Apple’s top priorities is offering the masses
what they want, not what a group of executives
think they want.

God’s Peace,

Christmas Eve
at FCC

10am The ABC’s of Christmas: An interactive

This caused me to reflect on the idea of Church. Not
just FCC but of the many faith traditions. Churches meet in different groups and committees and
decide what to offer the community. These decisions include: what time will worship start; what
music will we sing; where we will use the money we
receive; what refreshments will be provided; plus
many more that form the Church that many may
seek.

family friendly service focusing on the traditional
story of Christmas through hymns and imaginative
story telling.

4pm Parables All Inclusive Worship: A no

shushing, sensory sensitive family service that is welcoming and open to everyone, followed by a “Happy
Birthday Jesus” cake.

7:30pm Traditional Candlelight Service: A

Innovation, research and development are critical
for organizations to be successful and sustainable.
I am proud of the bold steps FCC has taken to meet
the needs of the community we serve by supporting the Parables Ministry and calling LeAnn Seto

calm, service, open to anyone and everyone.This
service focuses on all your favorite hymns and long
standing Christmas traditions through the retelling
of the Gospel story according to Luke.
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Church Council Updates
We have so much to be thankful for at FCC – I can
feel God’s spirit working in us and with us as we
worship and serve. I am grateful for the hard work
of our Council. We have drafted an Endowment Policy, which was approved by the membership at our
Congregational Meeting in October. Copies of it are
available in the office and email.
After approval at the Congregational Meeting, we
will call LeAnn Seto to our church as a part time
Pastor of Inclusion – 20 hrs/week. We are working
on putting together the Call Letter and outline of her
Pastoral duties and will share that with you when
completed.
Our Parables Ministry continues to blossom! These
worship services are so special– I urge you to come
and attend a service (2nd and 4th Sunday of each
month at 5pm). The message, music, joy and warmth
of each service brings me back each Sunday!
We are working on our slate of officers and committee members to present at our Annual Meeting
in February 2018 (exact Sunday to be determined).
Please consider joining a committee – if you are interested in serving, please contact me. We continue
to work on reviewing and revising our Constitution
and By-Laws, with hopes of presenting it to membership for discussion and approval at our Annual
Meeting.
All are welcome to attend our Church Council Meetings the second Tuesday of every month at 7 pm.
Minutes of our meetings are posted on the bulletin
board in thechurch office.
Jane Shrosbree, Moderator

Fellowship
On Sunday Nov. 5th we gratefully gathered together
to enjoy a wonderful Turkey Dinner with all of the
fixings. Thank you to everyone who prepared such
delicious dishes and to Deb Borders, Kathy Grau,
Cyndi Bertsos and Wendy Beaumont for furnishing
the turkeys.
We look forward to hosting a Bingo night sometime
this winter.
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A Stewardship Moment
The Stewardship Committee would like to thank
all those who have turned in their commitment
card and/or talent card. Our “Journey to Generosity” begins with each and every one of you and
these cards help us to not only plan for the future
financially but also to know where we might have
talents in our community that can fill a need. Your
assistance is greatly appreciated. Please know,
cards continue to be available at the office of the
church and we welcome and encourage you, if
you have not already done so, to turn one in by
placing it in the offering basket at any of the next
few weeks’ service, or leaving it with the office.
Thank you and God bless.

Mission and Outreach
The monthly Faith In Action Donations will be
suspended until January, since the months of
November and December are dedicated to our
foster family
through Faith
In Action.
This year
we have a
mother and 3
children. The
tree has been
set up in the
Fellowship Room with the tags for items requested on them. There are specific directions for
wrapping and labeling these presents. There is
an instruction sheet printed with this information
on the table for you to take. We will also furnish
a gift card to the family from Country Market so
they may choose items for a holiday meal. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact,
Charlotte Bentley, 475-8762. Thank you for your
generosity.
Mission and Outreach Committee,
Charlotte Bentley, Laura Downer and
Judy Murphy

Rippling Hope Service Day

Leadership Relations

On Saturday, November 11th six of us from FCC
partnered with Rippling Hope to help complete
some of their 2017 projects. Both of our projects
were in the Grandmont Rosedale neighborhood in
Northwest Detroit. At Ms. Sheppard’s home we
painted the kitchen and hallway and cleaned out
her gutters. Ms. Sheppard is the president of her
block club and an apostolic minister. After losing
her husband two years ago she struggles to maintain the home they lived in together all of their
lives. Ms. Dismuke was not at home (attending a
funeral) but we were able to clean her gutters as
well. She too is a widow who very much appreciates the support of Rippling Hope in doing the
small tasks she finds difficult. The people we meet
and relationships we build are always much more
significant than the services we provide. Many
thanks to David and Terry Drenth, LT and Deb Borders and Pastor Joe for spending a Saturday with
Rippling Hope.
We would also like to thank the Satterthwaite’s for
providing delicious homemade cookies! We look
forward to partnering with Rippling Hope in new
ways in 2018!
Peace and blessings, Lisa Jeffreys and the FCC Mission team.

The leadership committee ( Ruth Ann Steele, Dave
Wolfgang & Cyndi Bertsos) conducted some reviews of our church staff in November, and will
continue into December.
We will be focusing on personal & professional
goals and development.
A report will be submitted with our findings in the
next commentary.
Cyndi Bertsos

Little Bells
Little Bells is a playgroup for toddlers that meets
every Friday. It started with me bringing two kids
from the neighborhood, that I babysit for every Friday. Then two more from the neighborhood came.
Kids from the church are always welcome and have
attended. Not everyone is there every Friday, but
we always have fun.
One of the big draws for the kids is the reason
for the name of the group. Everyone that attends
gets to ring the bell with Pastor Joe! From the very
young ones to the oldsters (like me!) it’s the highlight of the day. And it rings throughout the neighborhood so everyone hears it!
Please feel free to attend anytime. Age doesn’t
matter, just bring a fun attitude and be ready to
play!
Cyndi Bertsos

Crop Walk
The 2017 CROP Walk was held in Dexter on October 2nd, which was a beautiful sunny day, blessed
by God. We had 12 walkers and our team raised
$1,568 both online and given directly to them by
friends, family and church members. Overall the
Chelsea/Dexter Walk raised just over $25,000 for
Church World Services. There were 17 churches
and organizations taking part in the walk and we
hope to add more next year when the Walk returns
to Chelsea. Our representative from CWS reports
that over a 1/4 of a million clean-up buckets and
hygiene kits were sent to Houston, Florida, Puerto
Rico and the Caribbean. Your dollars helped and
we thank you immensely! Mark your calendars for
next year’s walk, again the first Sunday in October
(Oct. 7, 2018) when we begin at St. Paul’s UCC in
Chelsea.
“WALK, GIVE, CHANGE THE WORLD”

Lunch Gathering
The ladies of the church are starting a monthly out
to lunch gathering. All ladies are invited to meet
the third Tuesday of every month for lunch and
fellowship. Our first outing will be Tuesday January
16th at 1:00 at Mainstreet Coney Island in Chelsea. We will decide each month where to go next.
There will be a sign up sheet in the fellowship room
or call the church office so we can make reservations. If you are in need of a ride please contact
Barb Wolfgang and I will help make arrangements
to get you there. Hope to see you then.
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Mosaic Moms
Mosaic Moms seek to deepen their spirituality as they
find God’s way of creating wholeness with the broken
pieces of their lives. Our lives can become beautiful
works of art (like mosaics!) with the wisdom, caring,
prayer, and hope offered through Christ to mothers
of children with special needs.
Each week we light
our candles from
the Christ candle
after getting something warm to drink
and settling into the
peacefulness of the
space. Sometimes
someone will have a special sweet or gift to share
with others as we go around the circle and reflect on
how the past week has been, giving a chance for each
woman to get the time she needs to tell her story and
have it heard and validated by the others.
We often weave spiritual questions into the evening
informally or formally through the use of our discussion book, “The Spiritual Art of Raising Children with
Disabilities” by Kathleen Bolduc. Sometimes we do a
small writing or art experience to facilitate the movement of God’s Spirit among us and within us. We close
in prayer, lifting our lives and our children’s, into the
love and light of God’s healing presence.
We are currently meeting every other Monday, noon1pm and Friday, 6:45-8:15pm. Julie Nelson and Linda
Smith offer their gifted listening to the group, along
with LeAnn Seto. We currently have 7 community
women, besides the facilitators, who are learning
how to trust God in new ways as a part of this Christ
circle.

Worship and Music
Christmas Poinsettias
Poinsettia plants will arrive the afternoon of Wed.
Dec. 6. Thank you to all who purchased plants to
beautify the sanctuary and helped to support Max
Caselli and Chelsea High’s Company C. Name and gift
designations (in memory of/in
honor of) will be included in the
Christmas Eve bulletin. You may
take your plant home after that
service. If you missed out on this
church order and would still like
to donate a poinsettia for Advent
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and Christmas, you may purchase a plant from the
vendor of your choice and deliver it to the church.
Be sure to leave a note for Sarah if you would like
your name and a gift designation included in the
12/24 bulletin.
Advent
The Advent season of waiting, longing, and
expectation is upon us. This is the beginning of
the New Year for the Christian church. We will
read and study scriptures from Lectionary Year B
during the next 12 months. The Gospel passages
are primarily from the book of Mark along with
others from the book of John later in the year.
Each Sunday in Advent we will light a new candle
as we anticipate the coming of the Messiah. We
celebrate and remember the prophecies and
stories of His birth over 2000 years ago while we
also look ahead to His second coming. We experience Jesus’s love born anew in hearts every day
throughout the world.
This year we are using an Advent candle lighting
ceremony called “Come, Lord Jesus, Come.” It includes a choral
opening, followed by a call
and response
litany and a
reading to be
recited with
the lighting of
each candle.
At the conclusion of the candle lighting the congregation
and choir join together to sing “Come, thou long
expected Jesus” and we conclude with a closing
prayer. We are looking for volunteers to help with
the candle lighting and reading. Let Pastor Joe
know if you are interested. Here are the weekly
Advent themes:
Dec. 3: Hope
Dec. 10: Peace
Dec. 17: Joy
Dec. 24: Love
(continued on page 5)

(continued from page 4)
Christmas Eve
This year the fourth Sunday of Advent falls on
Christmas Eve. We have the opportunity to come
to church three times that day!! Our regular 10
a.m. service will be about the ABC’s of Christmas
telling the story of Christmas through hymns and
imaginative story telling. Parables will host a family
Christmas Eve service at 4 p.m. followed by a “Happy Birthday Jesus” cake. Our traditional Candlelit
Christmas Eve service will be at 7:30 p.m. (Note new
time this year) This service will include lots of music, Holy Communion, and some creative surprises
to share the significance of this holy night. Please
invite and welcome extended family, friends, and
neighbors to FCC for Christmas Eve. The Christmas
Eve offering supports the U.C.C. Veterans of the
Cross fund for retired pastors.
Worship & Rejoice
We are pleased to announce that the church has
received a gift of new hymnals through the generosity of memorials and special gifts. Worship
Committee has dedicated a lot of time and energy
exploring how we can bring more contemporary,
upbeat music into our worship. We investigated
many options and unanimously agreed on a blended worship hymnal called Worship & Rejoice by
Hope Publishing. This hymnal will replace both the
red and black hymnals currently in use. It includes
most of our well-loved hymns with traditional lyrics,
includes beloved hymns such as “How Great Thou
Art,” and “Eagle’s Wings,” which are not in either of
our current hymnals, as well as over 100 new songs
like “Sanctuary,” “Gather Us In,” “The Summons,”
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace,” and many
more that we can introduce to the congregation.
This will eliminate the need for photocopies of
hymns in the bulletins and will allow us more vibrant
choices as we plan worship. The books have arrived
-- just in time for Advent and Christmas!
2018 Worship Plans
The Season of Epiphany begins January 6 and runs
through Transfiguration Sunday on February 11. This
is the time Jesus is revealed as the Messiah, the
Light of the World.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on Wed. Feb.
14 – Valentines Day. Worship service will be at 7
p.m. and will include the imposition of ashes. The
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season of Lent runs through the end of March with
Palm Sunday on March 25, followed by Holy Week
observances and Easter Sunday on April 1. (From
lover’s day to fool’s day – God surprises earth with
heaven). More details will be included in upcoming
weekly Refrigerator pages, on our website, and in
the Spring edition of the Commentary.
New Members Welcome
Pastor Joe is looking forward to hosting a new
members class sometime in January/February. This
will involve two meetings after church on consecutive Sundays to learn more about FCC and the UCC,
followed by a formal “welcome” into our fellowship
during a morning worship service. The benefits of
membership include a deeper sense of belonging,
as well as the privilege of having a vote and being
able to serve in leadership on Church Council.
Marsha Rinke, on behalf of the Worship Committee

Keys
After over 30 years and an estimate of more than
150 keys being distributed to the community, First
Congregational finally made the decision to rekey
the locks and change the lock box code to the
church. On the heels of much tragedy around the
world and an unfortunate need to deter crime and
misconduct the days of and ‘open door’ are long
gone. According to www.churchsafety.com a
church should keep a record of everyone holding a
key in your organization; place an identifying serial
number on keys to track which person has which
key; never hide a key outside your building; and
change the locks periodically and issue new keys.
Our relaxed attitude regarding this issue is not only
in contradiction to this safety measure but to not
act opens us up to many potential dangers.
Unfortunately, in the process many people with a
key or access were not notified of this change and
may have found themselves inconvenienced. For
this we apologize and ask for your forgiveness and
understanding. If you are in need of access after
normal hours, please contact the office and submit
your request for review and consideration. It is our
hope that we can continue to provide a safe environment for all to worship and NEVER our intention
to harm or put out any of our members. Thank you
in advance for your support and assistance.
Building Committee

First Congregational United Church of Christ
121 East Middle Street
Chelsea, MI 48118
Return Service Requested

Winter
2017-2018
The Deadline for the Spring Commentary is
February 16th, 2018

Pastor: Rev. Joe Jeffreys
Office Administrator: Sarah Herwick
Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9am - 2pm
Please call ahead for special needs
734-780-1561 Pastor’s cell phone
Contact Us:
Church office phone: 734- 475-1844
E-mail: church@chelseafcc.com (General Inquiries)
		
pastorjoe @chelseafcc.com
		
administrator@chelseafcc.com
		
music@chelseafcc.com
Website: chelseafcc.com
Facebook: chelsea.fcc.ucc
Twitter: chelsea_fcc_ucc
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