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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
It is amazing how God can use ordinary people to 
do incredible things! The Bible is packed with story 
after story of assumingly ordinary people impacting 
history and humankind with monumental acts.

In the early biblical history we have Moses who 
continually questioned God’s calling to take a stand 
and stand up against injustice and oppression. God 
continually guided and delivered to Moses just what 
he needed to complete God’s calling on his life. 

Joseph in the First Testament was sold out by his 
brothers and they told their father he was killed 
by wild animals. Sold into slavery to be a servant, 
wrongfully accused and imprisoned. Yet, God was 
with him every step of his journey. In prison, the 
prison keeper saw that the Lord was with Joseph 
and put Joseph in charge of the prison. Then went 
on to be in the inner circle of Pharaoh, eventually 
reunited with his family which he forgave. 

Joseph used his life and calling to serve others even 
during the worst of circumstances. His insistence 
upon purity and faithfulness to God enabled him to 
do God’s work in a way that blessed others. Al-
though Joseph was applauded by many for his abil-
ities, he always gave God the credit. Joseph serves 
as an example to believers of how nothing can stop 
us from serving God and forgiving those who have 
done us great harm.

Now we relive the most incredible story ever told… 
God coming to earth in human form to give us an 
example of how we are to live. God chose Mary 
and Joseph two extremely normal people just living 
out their life to change the world! Mary and Joseph 
were apprehensive but followed God’s call and 
changed the world! 

Often we see things in this world we would like to 
change. Yet we fail to take action due to lack of 
time and resources. We can all learn from Moses, 

Joseph, Mary and Joseph and many others like them 
who have followed God’s call. 

The Life Application for the month of December is 
compassion: Compassion—Caring enough to do 
something about someone else’s need. God has used 
many different people in many different ways to 
satisfy the needs of our world. God can use anyone 
to meet other’s needs. “Did you catch that first part? 
God can use ANYONE. 

That means God can use YOU. No matter how old you 
are. No matter how young you are, no matter how 
much money you have or how many toys or clothes 
you have, He can use you even if you don’t think 
you’re the smartest, fastest, or strongest person. He 
can use you even if you don’t think you know all the 
right Bible verses or how to pray really long prayers. 
God can use you no matter what, because [Bottom 
Line] God can use anyone to meet others’ needs.

Please take the time this Christmas to look for ways 
God is calling you to help out and meet other’s needs. 
My prayers is we all can spend time focusing on the 
needs in our community and helping to satisfy them.

God’s Peace,



Church Council Updates
The review of our Constitution and By-Laws is close 
to being ready to present to you for feedback and 
approval.  Because this was last reviewed in 1998, 
we have worked hard on making relevant chang-
es that we believe will enhance the governance 
of our church.  Our goal is to present the finished 
document for Council approval at our December 11 
meeting.  Pending approval, it will be added to the 
agenda for our Annual Meeting planned for Febru-
ary 10, 2019.  Copies will be available to all and we 
are planning to have several informational “Ques-
tion and Answer” sessions for you to learn about the 
new document in January.
Council has been working at improving our month-
ly meetings. Feedback from Council members has 
been very positive as we: learn how to prepare for 
each meeting with specific agenda goals, submit and 
distribute written committee reports prior to each 
meeting, respect time limits for discussion, improve 
communication and care for each other, and prior-
itize FCC needs and direction as we strive to make 
good decisions for our Church.   A work in progress, 
and one I am enjoying!
We will soon be presenting a new organizational 
structure for Council which you will see in detail 
after the revised By-Laws are presented. 
I am asking all of us to prayerfully consider how we 
each use our spiritual gifts. How can we use those 
gifts to serve God?  Where can you help lead us?  I 
assure you there is a place for you to help.  Please 
talk to me, Pastor Joe, Pastor LeAnn or any Council 
member if you need help figuring out how your gifts 
align with the needs of FCC.   
Our Council meetings are every second Tuesday of 
the month, at 7:00 pm in the church basement.  We 
welcome all visitors!  
Jane Shrosbree
Moderator

PARABLES: All Abilities Inclusion
What an amazing ride we are having in our PARA-
BLES ministry these days! As Pastor of Inclusion, 
I have been working hard to find ways to include 
those on the margins in many ways. Here are just 
a few:
1) On Thursday, November 29th at 7pm we cel-
ebrated International Women Human Rights 
Defenders Day with a healing service. Our evening 
worship helped us to name, grieve, and heal the 
effects of living with gender-violence. The #Me-
Too Movement in the United States is just one 
conduit of God’s grace these days helping us to 
grow in consciousness as women and men. Many 
are realizing the many forms that misogyny takes 
in our everyday lives. Together with the leader-
ship of Rev. Kathy Tulman from Zion Lutheran 
Church and Rev. Kathy Schell from Chelsea St. 
Joe Hospital, Lisa Jeffreys and Josh Tucker of First 
Congregational, and Sheri Wander from Peace 
House of Ypsilanti, we will be giving voice to 
the many ways we have experienced God in our 
lives. We will share song and scripture, lament, 
and open our experiences and longing to God for 
healing. 
2) On Friday evening and Saturday afternoon, No-
vember 30 and December 1, First Congregational/
PARABLES we hosted “fold zones” for origami 
cranes during Hometown Holidays. We invited all 
of our school children in Chelsea and their fami-
lies to help us create 1000 Cranes for Peace this 
holiday season. Since WWII, the origami crane 
has been an international symbol of peace, and a 
collection of 1000 of them is an auspicious num-
ber, according to Japanese folklore. Families were 
invited to draw or write a wish or prayer for Peace 
in the World on the paper crane that they either 
colored or folded themselves. FCC will be creating
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(continued from page 2) 
an “Interfaith Understanding” display at Chelsea 
District Library beginning December 10th. Jesus, 
as our Prince of Peace, helps us to lead the way to 
bringing the challenge of doing peace work with 
others, regardless of their faith background.
3) Build-A-Ramp Service Project for Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota is underway for this 
holiday season! In addition to the Lakota Woman 
book study we held this fall in preparation for our 
mission trip to South Dakota for a week next Au-
gust 17-23, we are raising $1,000 this November and 
December to build a wheelchair ramp in one of the 
poorest counties of the country.  We already have 
$355!!  (If you’re interested in donating, please see 
Pastor LeAnn or email her at marginsmatter@
chelseafcc.com. If you’re interested in attending 
the powerfully educational work mission trip next 
summer, we may still have spots available! Please 
see Pastor Joe right away!) 

Music Message from Joseph:
It has been an incredible first few months here at 
FCC Chelsea. The warm and kind welcome from the 
congregation has has been so comforting. Both 
Abby and I love our new church home.

The choir has been thriving and singing a wide 
variety of music, including hymn settings, world 
music, contemporary music, and more. We are hap-
py to report that the choir has grown in numbers 
over the past two months. Our first Sunday, we 
had a small (but mighty) six members in the choir. 
As of today, we are up to ten singers! A special 
welcome to our newest member Georgia Beeman 
and a “welcome back” to previous choir members 
Jeanne Caselli, Ruth Jennings, and Nancy Loftis.

We hope you will consider joining us in the choir 
soon! All are welcome – no previous experience 
required. We are always looking for people with a 
passion for worship and an eagerness to sing with 
a fantastic group of people. Feel free to join us at 
rehearsal in the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 
7:00pm-8:30pm.

As we look forward to Advent, we are excited to 
continue exploring a wide range of musical styles 
and messages. We are eager to explore our upcom-
ing theme of compassion through our worship and 
music. For more information on the worship choir 
or any other musical topics, please feel free to con-
tact me at music@chelseafcc.com.

Worship

Orange Curriculum

This fall we began using a new worship curriculum 
which we will be following for the coming year for 
both the traditional and the Parables services.  The 
Orange curriculum looks at a different book of the 
Bible each month and highlights the important 
messages and Christian values in its pages.  Pastor 
Joe adds inspirational, focus stories from modern 
times to enhance his message.  In November, we 
looked at Nehemiah, who followed God’s calling 
and rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem, illustrating 
that fear, great odds, and risks can be overcome 
when God’s people cooperate to achieve God’s 
purpose.   In the coming months we will focus on 
compassion, service, and individuality.

Christmas Poinsettias

Poinsettia plants have arrived. Thank you to all 
who purchased plants to beautify the sanctuary. 
Name and gift designations (in memory of/in honor 
of) will be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
You may take your plant home after that service. If 
you missed out on this church order and would still 
like to donate a poinsettia for Advent and Christ-
mas, you may purchase a plant from the vendor of 
your choice and deliver it to the church. Be sure to 
leave a note for Sarah if you would like your name 
and a gift designation included in the 12/24 bulletin.

Advent 

The Advent season of waiting, longing, and expec-
tation is upon us. This is the 
beginning of the New Year 
for the Christian church. Each 
Sunday in Advent we will light 
a new candle as we anticipate 
the 
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coming of the Messiah.  We celebrate and remem-
ber the prophecies and stories of His birth over 2000 
years ago while we also look ahead to His second 
coming. As a special song offering at Parables, the 
chancel choir will join voices with singers from Para-
bles on December 2 to announce the beginning of the 
Advent season when we experience Jesus’s love born 
anew in hearts every day throughout the world. 

Christmas Eve

This year, 
Christmas 
Eve falls on a 
Monday, so 
we’ll have our 
fourth Advent 
services on 
Sunday at the 
regular times 
(9:30 a.m. for 
the traditional service and 11:30 for Parables) and 
our Christmas Eve services on Monday evening.  Our 
traditional Candlelit Christmas Eve service will be at 
7:30pm.  The Christmas Eve offering supports the 
U.C.C. Veterans of the Cross fund for retired pastors. 

December 30 – Combined Service at 10:30 a.m.

For the final worship service of 2018, we will all wor-
ship together at 10:30 a.m.  Those who normally come 
to the traditional 9:30 a.m. service can sleep in this 
Sunday!

2019 Worship Plans

The Season of Epiphany begins January 6 and runs 
through Transfiguration Sunday on February 11. This is 
the time Jesus is revealed as the Messiah, the Light of 
the World.

Lent begins a little later in the coming year with Ash 
Wednesday on Wed. March 6th . Worship service will 
be at 7 p.m. and will include the imposition of ashes. 
The season of Lent runs into April with Palm Sunday 
on April 14th, followed by Holy Week observances 
and Easter Sunday on April 21st.   More details will be 
included in upcoming weekly Refrigerator pages, on 
our website, and in the Spring edition of the Commen-
tary. 
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Worship Assistant(s) Wanted

Pastor Joe is looking forward a couple of people 
to serve as worship assistants before, during and 
after the 9:30 a.m. worship service.    Some of the 
things that a worship assistant will help with in-
clude checking that the microphones are in place 
and working, assisting with serving communion 
and cleaning up and putting away the communion 
trays after the service on communion Sundays.  If 
you are interested in helping, please talk to Pastor 
Joe or call the church office.

Julie Nelson, on behalf of the Worship Committee 

A Special Message

On November 28th, 2018 our faith family lost an im-
portant member, Marilyn Wojcicki.  Below is a letter 
that was written to the congregation while Marilyn 
served on our Stewardship Committee.  I was asked 
to transpose it for Pastor Joe for her funeral. 

While I was searching through the bible for scrip-
ture on giving I suddenly thought of the one verse 
that has foretold the 
whole story of giving 
– John 3:16. What a 
wonderful gift and it is 
ours for the taking. All 
we need to do is to ac-
cept and truly believe. 
I do believe in God – I 
believe in the creation 
– the birth of Jesus, 
the crucifixion and the 
resurrection. I believe 
that I too may have ev-
erlasting life, because God gave his son, and Jesus 
gave his life that our sins should be forgiven that 
we too might experience everlasting life.

When I think of my church First Congregational, 
UCC of Chelsea, I think of it as family. A fellow-
ship, we as a family, are welcomed into here. 
Our children were taught and nurtured here. The 
younger three were confirmed and made their 
first public commitment to God. It was truly a 
part of our lives. When life is going smoothly and 
things fall in place the church is here for me to 
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come to, to give thanks to God, for all the blessings. 
And you members of the church are here to share 
my joy.
When dark times seep into my life and the world 
seems to crash around me, the church is my haven, 
a place for me to come to. When Syl died, you the 
members, who make up the body of the church 
under God, were here for me. You gave me the 
help, the support I needed to find the courage to 
go on and to let God take care of all our needs. Your 
kindness, your caring, your consideration, the offers 
of help all these things to freely given make First 
Congregational Church special to me. 
Two other institutions affiliated with the church 
have special meaning for me. Our daughter Carol 
attended Olivet College, a small Christian college, 
founded over 150 years ago by the Congregational 
Church. I strongly believe there is a place in our cul-
tural and educational system for such colleges. 
The Saline Evangelical Home and several other such 
homes supported by the UCC provide a Christian 
atmosphere for persons in need of assistance with 
their everyday living and loving care for those need-
ing nursing care. We currently have at least two 
members there. Both my mom and dad lived for a 
period of time at the Saline home and in addition to 
the loving care they received, we their family were 
given much emotional support. 
First Congregational Church has been here as a 
place of worship for so many many years. The gifts 
people long ago gave in the form of labor, time, ma-
terials, support, prayer and love provided the foun-
dation for this church. Our giving of time, talent, 
prayer, love and financial means make it possible for 
the First Congregational Church to remain and to be 
a place of outreaching and teaching of God’s love. 
Perhaps if each of us could give just a bit more in 
the coming year we could see our hopes and aspi-
rations for our church happen even sooner than we 
might anticipate.
Administrative Note from Sarah Herwick: On the 
morning of November 30, 2018 I received mail from 
Marilyn Wojcicki. The envelope contained her church 
offering.  I think it’s so beautiful to know that her 
incredible dedication to the life blood of the church 
was integral to her being, even as she was waiting to 
meet the Lord. 

2019 Annual Meeting
Don’t forget to add the 2019 to your calendars!  The 
2018 Annual Meeting will be held on February 10th, 
2019.  A time for the meeting will be annouced as 
plans develop, but attendance at this meeting is 
very important for members.  At this meeting we 
will discuss the budget for 2019, and vote on our 
newly delevoped council structure, and new by-
laws. SO be sure to mark your calendars for Febru-
ary 10th, and keep a look out for updated informa-
tion in regards to the the time of the meeting.  You 
should expect the 2018 Annual Report to be com-
pleted by January 27th. 

Commentary Articles
Did you know that anyone is welcome to submit 
articles for our quarterly newsletter?  If you have 
an important event coming up, or would just like to 
share information with the congregation feel free 
to pin a written or typed article in the administrator 
space of the staff message board. Or you can email 
it to administrator@chelseafcc.com. Please try to 
have articles in by the deadline. Our deadline for the 
Spring Commentary is February 14th, 2019.
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In the Midst of Winter
Lord:

In the midst of Winter, when the days are cold 
and wind can pierce, remind us of the warmth of 
your love.
In the midst of Winter, when days are short, 
dawn comes late, and dusk arrives early, remind 
us that in the darkness your light still shines.
In the midst of Winter, when the flowers of 
spring still lie hidden in the earth, when leaves are 
off the trees, and the world can seem bleak,
remind us that Easter is but a short time away.
And when in our lives we feel as if we are expe-
riencing a season of winter, reach out to us with 
the power of your resurrection so that we may 
feel the warmth of your love and see your light 
that alone can take away the darkness of our 
soul.

- Cal Wick
found at: https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/

online-resources/prayer-index/winter-prayers
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